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Ho, Everyone! 
By Edith A. Everson 


OME, thirsty one. Sweet milk and 
wine . 
Are offered now, to thee. 
What price is asked? This drink divine, 
For all who thirst, is free. 


Come, hungry one. In lavish store, 
Delightful food is spread. 
What price? Just come, and spend no 
more 
For that which is not bread. 


Come, guilty one. Exchange thy strife 
For peace, long vainly sought. 

Abundant pardon, endless life, 
Messiah’s wounds have bought. 


Come, doubting one, though Love’s supply 
Thy reason doth amaze. 

As Heav’n above the earth is high, 
His ways transcend our ways. 


“Other Refuge Have | None” 


Only as he fixes his gaze by faith on 
the Lord Jesus Christ can the believer 
have peace. Charles Wesley sang, 
“Other refuge have I none, hangs my 
helpless soul on Thee”; and Edward 
Mote sang, “My hope is built on noth- 
ing les} than Jesus’ blood and right- 
eousness.” Innumerable Christians have 
been encouraged by the other lines of 


these two fine hymns of trust and as- 
surance; but how easy it is, impercep- 
tibly, -to shift one’s confidence from 
Christ to self! This is the very thing 
Satan tempts us to do. If he can get 
us to thinking that we have built up a 
reserve of spiritual strength in our- 
selves, we are on our way to defeat; 
and if he can get us to reviewing our 
past record, with its. awfu] mixture of 
good and bad, we are on the way to 
discouragement. Very wise advice was 
given on a January page of the French 
calendar, Méditations Quotidiennes, 
credited to “Th. W.” and based on the 
simple words, “It is written” (Matt. 
4:6). “In the midst of all your. doubts, 
distresses, and anguish of conscience,” 
said the writer, “look to Jesus without 
losing sight of Him. Don’t let your- 
self be dragged into contests with Satan: 
this would be to give him too much 
play. Send him rather to Christ; it is 
He who knows what to do with him. 
To intercede and fight for us is His 
function (1 John 2:1). As our surety, 
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it is His part to answer the accusations 
of the Law (Heb. 7:22). And, finally, 
it is His part to plead our case before 
the court of divine justice, because He 
is our Mediator (Gal. 3:20). He has 
bound Himself to that by an oath (Heb. 
7:20, 21). So commit all your affairs to 
Him. Satan has indeed the skill] to 
quote and twist the Scriptures, but he 
cannot reply to it when faith makes 
use of it to fight him. It is enough that 
it is the Word of Jesus Christ; and 
since this is so, it is that which has the 
greatest weight. It is the instrument 
that our Saviour used Himself to shut 
the mouth of the enemy.” In the white 
light of God’s Word, self-acquaintartce 
brings only despair; but, “Acquaint now 
thyself with him, and be at peace: 
thereby good shall come unto thee” 
(Job 22:21). The more we go on with 
God, the more heinous our past sins 
appear and the less valuable our good 
works. But Christ “is altogether lovely” 
(Song of Sol. 5:16), and “he is our 
peace” (Eph. 2:14). 


ll. Happenings in Wartime Germany 


Translated by the late Ernest Gordon 


O, never can I forget that morn- 
N ing in 1942! The Gestapo had 

unleashed a great attack on the 
evangelical movement among young 
people in our city. I was forced to 
witness two men of harsh mien breéeak- 
ing into my office, ransacking my: files, 
confiscating suspected documents, and 
finally, on leaving, carrying off all of 
our typewriters. 

I was still stunned when the bell rang. 
I,gwent to open the door and found be- 
fore me a woman in tears, the mother 
of one of our faithful collaborators. 








Comfort for Dark Days 
“And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people” (Luke 2: 
10). 




















She said they’d been through her home 
and emptied all the closets. When they 
found a bal] they cried, “We have now 
proof that they have engaged in for- 
bidden sports.” She was concluding her 
story when another, a father of a fam- 
ily, came in and told a similar story. 
Fright was written on his face, and I 
said to myself that they must have been 
very outrageous to have brought so 
strong a man to such a pass. 

At the windup, nearly fifty were 
brought together in my office. Agents 
had broken into all the homes of these 
my volunteer workers, undertaken dev- 
astating confiscations, and uttered the 
worst of threats. When now we were 
together we read that passage in the 
Revelation telling of the heavenly city 
where joy is without end. Followed 
prayer in common, and they left quieted 
but with hearts apprehensive of what 
might come. 

However, things went no further. 
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Perhaps they wished only to strip our 
young people and their parents of a 
little of their zeal and courage in the 
evangelical cause. However, one inci- 
dent deserves record. 

At first these young people were 


brought before a questioner for inter- ~ 


minable and torturing examination. At 
the end came my turn, since I had been 
the leader and inspirer of the whole 
evangelical enterprise. I found myself 
once more, heart thumping, in that 
room where I had previously passed so 
many painful hours. 

The official appointed to examine me 
looked at me long in silence. Then 
suddenly he drew a deep breath’ and 
said, in a tone which indicated real 
emotion. “I have cross-examined fifty 
of your young people and something 
has happened which I never before ex- 
perienced. In spite of the consequences 
which threatened them, all have pre- 
ferred to answer honestly rather than to 
resort to falsehood. How is it possible?” 

My heart was full of joy. Oh, my 
brave lads, I thought, you have here 
preached a: sermon more powerful than 
that of many an evangelist. You have 
touched the conscience of this hardened 
man, 

The official was again silent, immobile 
in his chair. “Poor man,” I would have 
told him, if I could have, “at this mo- 
ment I have understood the depths of 
moral distress in a world without 
Christ.” 





Yesterday I had a talk with an archi- 
tect regarding my pulpit, for they are 
making changes in our church. My mind 
being taken up with this matter, I re- 
turned home and was thinking of the 
various pulpits which I had occupied in 
preaching the glorious Gospel. That 
recalled the strangest one of all, my 
hanging pulpit. 

It was at the time when I again found 
myself prisoner of the Gestapo for 
preaching Christ in a great industrial 
city. I was in an icy cell, greatly de- 
pressed. What do I say? It was less a 
cell than one of those dungeons in the 
cellar of police headquarters, set apart 
for “special cases.” I have no inclina- 
tion to laugh when I think of it. It was 
terrible in those holes, a. veritable hell. 
The walls were sticky, the darkness 
sinister. One heard nothing outside 
save, from time to time, the grinding of 
the prison doors, the shouts of police, 
and cursings from neighboring cells. 

But on the first evening something 
beautiful happened. They had brought 
us our meal, the guards had once more 
checked up on all the cells, the noise 
of their iron-shod boots hammering the 
long corridors withdrew—then died 
away altogether. Silence reigned and 
before us stretched a long, long night 
without sleep because of the cold and 
hardness of the beds. 

But what was that noise? Did some- 
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one speak? I rose quickly. No, I’m not 
alone. What then? That was a man’s 
voice. Someone whispered, but so dis- 
tinctly that the words seemed spoken 
in my very cell. 

“Newcomer! Hi, newcomer,” said the 
voice. It was evidently addressed to 
me, since I was new to the place. 

I heard myself reply involuntarily. 
But the other seemed not to hear me, 
for he continued to call in brief inter- 
vals. “Hi, newcomer!” Finally he said, 
“Climb to the window and whisper: out- 
side. You'll be heard.” 

I pushed my little table under the 
window, grabbed a stool, and climbed 
on the table. By raising my arms in the 
air I could reach the window bars. I 
raised myself up. 

All this is easy to say, but I never 
was much of an athlete and it was done 
not without edifficulty. Finally I was all 
set. Then I discovered the pleasant 
secret of this dismal prison. The win- 


(Continued on page 120) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Is Our Jealousy 
the Same as God's? 


Recently in our Sunday school class 
one of the members expressed the be- 
lief that, as God’s children, we have 
a right to be jealous; because God 
wants us to be like Him, and the 
Bible says repeatedly that He is a 
jealous God. 

I cannot believe God’s jealousy is 
as we know the meaning of the word 
“jealousy” today. Neither can I be- 
lieve that jealousy in the lives of 
Christians could be pleasing to God 
or a good witness to the world. Yet 
I do not feel capable of explaining 
to the class or to this one the depth 
of meaning in God’s jealousy. 

Exodus 34:14 gives one of God’s 
names as “Jealous.”"—A Pennsylvania 
reader, 

Exodus 34:14 reads, “For thou shalt 
worship no other god: for the Lord, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 
God.” In Proverbs 6:34 we read, “For 
jealousy is'the rage of a man; and he 
will not spare in the day of vengeance.” 
The context has to do with adultery 
and the angry man is the husband 
whose wife has been seduced. Another 
passage Says, “Wrath is cruel, and anger 
is overwhelming; but who is able to 
stand before jealousy?” (Prov. 27:4, 
A.S.V.) While the jealousy and wrath 
of God are always righteous, since He 
is holy, they are generally not so in 
the case of men, though there are occa- 
sions when indignation and wrath are 
righteous. ; . 

The root idea in the many Bible pas- 
sages referring to,the* jealousy of God 
and the jealousy of a husband whose 


(Continued on page 121) 
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Hoover on the Sunday School 


““ UR world is in crisis,” writes John 
Edgar Hoover, director of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation. “Around 
the world the forces of materialism 
wage an unrelenting assault upon the 
things of the Spirit. At home one need 
only to look at recent statistics to real- 
ize that we are, in fact, sitting on a 
seething volcano of crime.” In the first 
six months of 1956, 1,291,120 major 
crimes were committed which is a 144 
per cent increase over the same period 
in 1955. In over one thousand cities 
arrests of those under eighteen years 
of age increased 11.4 per cent in-1955. 





These warnings and figures are taken 
from an article entitled “The Role of 
the Sunday School,” which Mr. Hoover 
has just written exclusively for Tue 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs. 


Mr. Hoover’s article, with a recent 
picture of the author, will be published 
in the Times February 23. What he has 
to say about the Sunday school will 
bring encouragement to all superintend- 
ents and teachers, and his article in the 
TIMEs gives a good opportunity to sub- 
scribers to make the paper known to 
their friends. An easy way to do it is 
to send them 13-weeks subscriptions at 
$1 each ($1.10 in U.S.A. dollars in Can- 
ada), which will bring this article and 
many other interesting features. 


Other subscription rates and the ad- 
dress are found on page 123. 


@ As in the case of Mr. Hoover’s earlier 
articles in the Times (1948, 1951), single 
sheet reprints of “The Role of the Sun- 
day School,” with the author’s picture, 
will be available. 








J. Edgar Hoover 
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Demon Drums of Voodoo Resounding in Our Land 


The diabolic cacophony that produces riots 





' 


OR many months the virus of* god- 
Fr recssness has manifested itself in a 

music-and-dance craze which seems 
downright demoniacal. It is called 
“rock-’n-roll” and it is wild and savage 
dancing to jungle drums, blaring dis- 
harmonies, with insane antics by the 
musicians themselves. There have been 
riots and bloodshed, slurs on the na- 
tional anthem and religious hymns. 

A riot in Asbury Park’s (N. J.) Con- 
vention Hall sent twenty-five teen- 
agers to the hospital. The mayor then 
slapped a rock-’n-roll ban on all city 
dance halls. Taking the hint, Jersey 
City canceled jazzman Paul Whiteman’s 
“Rock-’n-Roll Under the Stars” show at 
the 24,000-seat Roosevelt Stadium. 

In San Jose, Calif., rioting rock-’n- 
rollers routed 73 poticemen, injured 11 
people, did $3,000 worth of damage to 
a dance hall before they were evicted. 

In San Antonio rock-’n-roll was ban- 
ned from city swimming pool juke- 
boxes because, said the City Council, 
its primitive beat attracted “undesirable 
elements” given to practicing their gy- 
rations in abbreviated bathing suits. 

When one delves into the origins of 
this music-and-dance debauch, he dis- 
covers a Satanic onslaught on our youth 
which originated in the demon-wor- 
shiping dances of Africa’s jungles and 
came to America by way of the semi- 
savage voodoo drums, songs, and dances 
of the Caribbean. A beachhead for the 
evil was found in the sensuous night 
life of New Orleans’ Lower Basin 
Street, and from there it has spread 
over the land and is now being exported 
abroad. 


Demon-Inspired Dances 

Few realize that the names of many 
of the popular dances such as Mambo, 
Samba, Conga are the names (or adap- 
tations) of the voodoo deities of Haiti 
worshiped by the natives with songs, 
weird and suggestive dances, demon 
possession, and blood sacrifices. 

These originally demon - inspired 
dances are being given respectability 
in our land through programs in high 
school and college put on by devotees 
and labeled “Folk Dances of the Carib- 
bean.” Impressionable high school and 
college youth watch these voodoo gyra- 
tions and though they must be conscious 
of the lowest carnality they express, 
nevertheless feel they are legitimate. I 
have a startling news report from a 
Holyoke, Mass., paper concerning the 
introduction and high approval of this 
low-down stuff in no less a schoo] than 
Mount Holyoke College. The paper says: 

“A well-known interpreter of the 


Most sensible people, both Chris- 
tian and non-Christian, have been 
shocked by the devilish, so-called 
music which has driven young peo- 
ple into a frenzy in America and 
England. Dr. Ayer traces it back 
to its evil origin. He was for many 
years a Baptist pastor in leading 
churches in Indiana and Ontario, 
Can., and served the Calvary Bap- 
tist Church in New York City for 
fourteen years. He is now director 
of Ayerow Christian Projects, Inc., 
with offices at 39 Cortlandt Street, 
New York City, where he conducts 
the business of a wide radio broad- 
cast, and an evangelistic and Bible 
conference ministry. 








primitive dance (Pearl Primus) will 
present a program 
can jungle ceremonies, ritual dances of 
Melanasia, the legends and calypso 
dancing of the Caribbean, and the spir- 
ituals and jazz of the United States, at 
Mount Holyoke College, November 29th. 

“With a supporting cast of eleven, she 
will appear in the College Auditorium. 
Three master shango drummers of the 
Orisha people of Trinidad are part of 
the new company with this dancer on 
this tour. The offerings will be the royal 
dance of the African Watusi tribe and 
spirituals including ‘Motherless Child,’ 
‘Gonna Tell God All My Troubles,’ 
‘Ev'ry Time I Feel De Spirit,’ and 
‘Great Gettin’ Up Mornin’,’ which will 
be interpreted by the company.” 

You see how deep a hold this music- 
and-dance influence has upon American 
life. 

Some years ago an Eastern commu- 
nity was stirred by the appearance in 
their high school auditorium of African 
dancer Katherine Dunham to bring 
“Caribbean culture” through the nearly 
nude dances of voodoo land. Time 
magazine carried a news story accom- 
panied by a photo of this woman whose 
Haitian popularity is revealed by a 
statue of her “dancing feet” in the Na- 
tional Museum in Port-au-Prince. Says 
Time: 

“After some five years away from 
Broadway, Chicago-born dancer Kath- 
erine Dunham, 45, who elevated bur- 
lesque’s bumps and grinds to highbrow 
respectability as Afro-Caribbean chore- 
ography, returned with her troupe to 
Manhattan, drew regrets from encore- 
cheering audiences that her revue is 
booked for only a four-week run.” 


Serious students of this Satanic at- 


tack upon Christian morals in America 
should read Maya Deren’s well-docu- 


including Afri- ° 


By WILLIAM WARD AYER, D.D. 


mented volume, “Divine Horsemen— 
The Living Gods of Haiti” (1953, Thames 
and Hudson, London and New York. May 
be ordered from Vanguard Press, Inc., 
424 Madison Ave., New York 17; $4.75). 
The volume is the result of a long and 
serious study made by the author under 
the sponsorship of the Guggenheim 
Foundation. (Significantly the afore- 
mentioned Miss Pear] Primus studied 
music and dance in the interior of Af- 
rica under the largest grant ever made 
by the Rosenwald Foundation. Is this an- 
other form of integration?) 

Miss Deren gives a history of the Af- 
rican tribal origins of the demon gods 
of the voodoo meetings of Haiti, whose 
dances and music have spread to many 
parts of the world. She says that these 
gods and customs were brought by the 
African tribes to Haiti. 

While there were, many tribes and 
diverse customs, yet all had certain 
basic beliefs in common. Each prac- 
ticed ancestral worship. They worshiped 
their deities with the use of song, drums, 
and dancing in what they called re- 
ligious rituals, many of which were 
grossly sensualistic and sadistic, and had 
as the crisis-of the-experience the “pos- 
session” of one or two worshipers by 
the demon himself. 


The Incessant, Compelling Drumbeat 

As in our modern jazz and rock-’n- 
roll, the voodoo ritual accentuates the 
drums. Miss. Deren writes: “Of all the 
individuals related to ritual activity, it 
is the drummer whose role would seem 
almost analogous to that of an individ- 
ual virtuoso. Yet this ‘again is not to 
say that he is unconfined by tradition; 
on the contrary, Haitian ritual drum- 
ming requires more explicit craft train- 
ing and practice than any of the other 
ritual activities.” 

She goes on to say that the loa, or de- 
ities, are saluted first by the drumbeat 
which these demons are supposed to appre- 
ciate. An observer of these voodoo rites 
says that both the dancers and singers 
are forced to salute the drummers first 
before any other part of the service is 
entered into. And is it not the inces- 
sant, compelling drumbeat that sets 
youth half crazy in these rock-’n-roll 
sessions? Actually there’s neither mel- 
ody nor harmony in it. “Tempo,” the 
lowest in music, is exalted to the 
highest. , 

Serious psychiatrists have been ask- 
ing, Are jazz and rock-n-roll musicians 
mentally abnormal? A famous drummer 
was said to have received inspiration 
for his drumming straight out of the 


(Continued on page 111) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought ; 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





—The Chicago Daily News for 

Tuesday, November 13, 1956, 
carried a long dispatch, accompanied 
by a map, from William H. Stoneman 
of the Daily News Foreign Service, 
bearing the caption, “Will Russians 
Help Syrians Realize Dread Prophecy?” 
A subcaption reads, “Battle To End All 
Battles Could Start at 11-Mile Border 
Gap.” The article, sent from northern 
Israel, begins as follows: 

“Back to the southwest lie the heights 
of Armageddon surveying the lush val- 
ley of Esdraelon. 
the Good Book, the battle to end all 
battles is due to be fought. A few hun- 
dred yards to the east of where we sit, 
on the other side of the narrow upper 
Jordan Valley, are the entrenchments 
of the Syrians. The question before the 
world at this moment is whether the 
men in and behind those positions with 
the backing of the Russians are going 
to start something that might make the 
old prophecy come true. This is the 
most critical point of the whole Syrian- 
Israeli frontier.” 

The article aroused a great deal of 
comment, and some of the replies sent 
* to the Daily News office were interest- 
ing, though evasive. The distinguished 
New Testament scholar of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, Dr. Allen Wikgren, 
said—in my opinion, most incorrectly— 
“The Prophecy does not even apply to 
future events, but to events already in 
history.” This is not the first time this 
view has been expressed, but scholars 
fail to agree on what event in the past 
this has reference to. Professor Filas 
of Loyola University wrote, “Catholic 
scholars generally agree that St. John’s 
writings of Armageddon apply to the 
clash between good and evil during all 
ages.” But in the Book of Revelation, 
the battle of Armageddon terminates in 
the descent of Christ, just as these 
armies are coming up to oppose Him. 
When has this taken place? 


. RMAGEDDON Again in the News. 


The Rising Tide of Alcoholism in the 
U.S.A.—Drunkenness was one of the 
basic national sins for which God 
judged Israel: “Woe unto them that 
rise up early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink; that tarry 
late into the night, till wine inflame 
them! ... they regard not the work of 
Jehovah, neither have they considered 
the operation of his hands” (Isa, 5:11, 
12, A.S.V.; also 22:13; 28:1, 3, 7, 8; Jer. 
13:12, 13; Joel 1:5; 3:3; Nah, 1:10; and 
others). ‘ 

Our own beloved nation is increas- 


There, according to. 


ingly deserving of a similar judgment 
from God. The United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce has anncunced that 
in 1955 the United States spent a total 
of $10,099,000,000 for alcoholic beverages, 
or more than five times the total 
amount contributed to forty-eight Prot- 
estant bodies and two Eastern Ortho- 
dox bodies in our country. Church 
members during that year contributed 
$53.94 per capita, an all-time high fig- 
ure; but the per capita expenditure for 
alcohol for the entire population of our 
country was $61.48. 

The latest statistics from the Yale 
University Center for the Study of Al- 
cohol place the number of alcoholics in 
the United States at 4,589,000, an in- 
crease of 30 per cent in 8 years. Cali- 
fornia heads the list of individual states, 
with an average of 7,800 alcoholics to 
every 100,000 population. The current 
FBI Uniform Crime Report reveals that 
out of approximately 3,000,000 arrests 
for all offenses, 61 per cent were re- 
lated to alcohol. In the last six-month 
period covered by this report, there 
were 1,273,000 arrests for drunkenness. 
These figures do not include such crimes 
as manslaughter, homicide, and so on, 
in which liquor often plays the leading 
part. This trend is also present in Eng- 
land and Wales, where last year more 
persons were convicted of drunkenness 
than in any year since 1938. 

My own opinion is that nothing but 
a great revival in our land will change 
this situation. And if we do not have 
that revival, these figures will continue 
to move upward. : 


Great Britain’s Post Office Christian 
Association.—An unusual organization 
in Great Britain is the POCA, that is, 
the Post Office Christian Association, a 
work strongly supported in the latter 
part of the nineteenth century by a 
number of distinguished men, such as 
Sir Rowland Hill and Sir Arthur Black- 
wood. This originated when a semi- 
invalid lady of some means, Miss Anna 
Hodgkin, became concerned about the 
postman of her district at Kingston and, 
as a result, sent tracts and Christian 
literature to the local post office, from 
which undertaking she gradually re- 
ceived replies. She invited these postal 
employees and their families to tea on 
Sunday afternoons, and over the years, 
several families found Christ as Sav- 
iour. The organization grew rapidly, 
and today there are seventy branches 


* in Great Britain comprising 3,500 mem- 


bers. Each branch arranges regular 
meetings, and devotional sessions, and 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


carries on a program of personal work. 
This movement spread to China and 
Japan, and in India a full-time worker 
is engaged in the extensive program 
there. 


Evangelical Protestantism in South 
America.—Dr. Stewart W. Herman, an 
executive of the National Lutheran 
Council, affirms that evangelical Protes- 
tantism will play an increasingly influ- 
ential role in the spiritual growth of 
the South American people as their eco- 
nomic and social conditions improve, 
resulting in the creation of a stable 
middle class, between the present ex- 
tremes of wealth and poverty. He 
points out the fact that the South Amer- 
ica birth rate is now the highest in the 
world, and says fhat there are about 
4,000,000 evangelical Christians on that 
continent, a group “whose membership 
cuts across cultural and economic bar- 
riers in a remarkable way.” 


Protestant Missions in Congo Evalu- 
ated.—Mr. and Mrs. Fred Lasse, mis- 
sionaries of the Africa Inland Mission 
at Blukwa, Djugu, Congo, quote a tes- 
timonial to the value of Protestant mis- 
sions given in a government report pre- 
sented to the Colonial Minister of the 
Belgian Congo: 

“As far as we are concerned, the com- 
parative success of these undertakings 
remains an enigma. On the one hand 
there is a distressing paucity of out- 
ward and material advantages: wretched 
buildings, ignorance of French, seem- 
ingly rudimentary teaching methods, 
etc. On the other hand completely un- 
biased observers like the Army and the 
Union Miniere (Union of Mines) as well 
as the commercial settlers, and intel- 
lectuals, are unanimous in lauding re- 
sults of their formative work, especially 
in the moral realm. It is probable that 
the reason for this is in the educational 
atmosphere produced by uncomplicated 
and regular personal contacts with the 
teachers’ family life carried on in un- 
hampered proximity to the scholars. 
‘The voice of the heart which alone 
reaches the heart.’ 

“In any case, the results are there, 
and are worthy of study. We can only 
hope that in the long run the academic 
aspect of these schools will compare 
with their mora] standing.” 


A Buddhist Priest Converted by the 
Word.—Formerly with the China In- 
land Mission and now laboring in Cey- 
lon, Mr. Danie] Smith sends the follow- 
ing account of a Buddhist priest’s 
conversion while studying the Bible 
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Notes which had been distributed some 
time before in that area: 

“This priest had been, taking the 
course for some time, and one evening 
was following the notes with an open 
Bible when an ash of his cigarette 
fell onto the Bible. Brushing it off, his 
eye fell on the text beneath the ash, 
‘I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life.’ 
So brightly did the text appear and so 
convincingly did it flash into his heart 
that it brought instantaneous and glo- 
rious conversion. He came to Colombo, 
took off his robes, and is today training 
for the Methodist ministry.” ’ 


Church Attendance in the U.S.A.— 
The American Institute of Public Opin- 
ion of Princeton, N. J., issued some 
statistics several weeks ago which are 
quite surprising. We have all seen fre- 
quent references during the past few 
months to the fact that there are now 
more church members in the United 
States than ever in our history—some- 
thing over 100,000,000 for all religious 
bodies. However, the Gallup Poll indi- 
cates that adult attendance at church 
services during an average week in 1955 
was 2,100,000 less than that for the pre- 
vious year. Of course, it is very difficult 
to estimate how many people are in 
attendance at church any one week, but 
the report is probably as accurate as 
any we Shall ever see. 


I have always heard from other min- ~- 


isters that if any church has as many 
as forty per cent of its total] member- 
ship in any given service on the Lord’s 
Day, it may consider itself a healthy 
organization. Many churches in the Los 
Angeles area are compelled to have two 
services each Sunday morning to ac- 
commodate the number of people de- 
siring to attend divine worship. Other 
churches are poorly attended. The rea- 
sons for this are too many to analyze 
here. 


New York, One of the World’s Great- 
est Mission Fields.—The Life of Faith 
(London) has published an appeal from 
Billy Graham regarding the forthcoming 
New York compaign (beginning May 
15) which is worthy of repetition here 
for its concise ‘summary of the present 
opportunity in that city: 

“This is probably the greatest evan- 
gelistic undertaking in the history of 
America. If a_ spiritual awakening 
should take place there it would have 
the greatest possible impact on the 
nation. The enemy is fighting desper- 
ately, but we believe victory is on the 
way. The problems are totally differ- 
ent than in London. There is practi- 
cally no evangelical background in New 
York City. Less than two per cent at- 
tend any Protestant church with regu- 
larity. One New York minister has said 
recently that New York is one of the 
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world’s great mission fields. There are 
more Jews than in all of Palestine, 
more Italians than in Rome, more Irish- 
men than in Dublin, more Spaniards 
than in Madrid, more Puerto Ricans 
than in San Juan. It is the largest 
Negro city in the world. The only way 
this city can be reached is through 
prayer.” 


Teaching Mohammedanism in Egypt— 
a Correction.—I greatly regret that in 
my item entitled “Teaching Mohamme- 
danism in Egypt” (December 8, 1956) 
I made a serious blunder in speaking of 
Mohammedanism and the Koran now 
being taught, by government edict, in 
all schools in Egypt, including mission 
schools. One sentence in the discussion 
should not have been written, for it was 
not based upon adequate investigation 
—contrary to my ,usual procedure, I 
hope. It was an assumption to say, 
“This means that Christian teachers, 
supported by funds from Christian 


~ churches in England and America, will 


be instructing Egyptian children in the 
false doctrines of the Koran.” This is 
not correct. Christian teachers will not 
be teaching the Koran. I should have 
realized, to begin with, that the Moham- 
medans would never allow Christians 
to teach the Koran. 

The Egyptian Government insists that 
all children in government schools be 
taught the religion of their parents. 
Christian children in the public schools 
receive two hours of Christian instruc- 
tion per week from aé Christian 
instructor, using an evangelical curricu- 
lum—a program paid for by the gov- 
ernment. In mission schools, the Mus- 
lim children are taken apart for two 
hours a week and taught the Mohamme- 
dan faith, the fee for such instruction 
being paid by Muslim parents. 

Years ago when I began writing for 
THE SuNDAY ScHOOL Times, Dr. Trumbull 
sent me a little card, forwarded to all 
regular contributors, bearing a quotation 
from an encyclopedia on the necessity 
for absolute accuracy.! One of the rea- 
sons the Times has been so dependable 
is this high standard of accuracy. I am 
sorry to have failed at this point in 
this one item. 


George Santayana’s Tragic Confession. 
—How tragic! One of the most famous 
philosophical writers of the last gen- 
eration was George Santayana, who 
passed away at Rome in 1952 at the 
age of eighty-eight. For some years, 
Santayana was a professor at Harvard, 
and then at Oxford University. ‘ Many 





1 The quotation to which Dr. Smith refers 
read: 

“The Scholarly Temperament,—that rare 
combination of profound insight, sustained 
attention. microscopic accuracy, iron tenacity, 
and disinterested pursuit of truth, .which 
characterizes the great scientific discoverer or 
the great historian.’’—Appleton’s Encyclopaedia 
of American Biography, Volume 6, page 406. 
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of his writings have a skeptical tone, 
though they were brilliantly done. He 
was considered one of the best edu- 
cated men in the ‘classics and philos- 
ophy of our time, a genius. His final 
interview before death was given to 
Mr. Lawrence Dame, a graduate of Har- 
vard of 1926 and a distinguished author 
(printed in the Harvard Alumni Bulle- 
tin for November 10, 1956). During this 
interview, Santayana made one of the 
most tragic confessions of any learned 
man of modern times: 

“I never wished to lead anyone my- 
self. The only trouble has been that 
I never found anyone I could follow. 
The living have never shown me how 
to live, so I have been alone all my 
life. Solitude has been my natural 
state. I have tried to think about things 
and help a few othefs to think about 
them. I won’t say that I have found 
the truths, for in philosophy there are 
no facts.” 

When asked if he would choose to 
live his life over again the same way, 
he finally answered, “Had I been given 
my choice, I would have said, ‘Dear 
Lord, please do not lét me be born at 
all.’” Santayana apparently had no 
hope for a future life, though he con- 
sidered himself a Catholic. Mr. Dame’s 
final question was, “What advice have 
you for the young?” At once. came the 
reply, “Tell them not to follow my ex- 
ample.” 

How delivered from all of this are be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ, who have found 
in Him one who can be followed even 
unto death—and through death into the 
life to come! 


Television’s Diet of Lust and Trash. 
—In commenting upon the type of 
material being presented to our nation 
regularly through the medium of ‘tele- 
vision, a writer for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer remarked: “Even on the Sab- 
bath Day there is no rest for the wicked. 
Deep-eyed villains of various sizes and 
shapes committed more acts of violence 
than we could count. Actual death in- 
cluded twelve by shooting, two by stab- 
bing, two by choking, one by auto acci- 
dent, one by arson, and one by bamboo 
knife-trap.” 

The well-edited Episcopal Recorder, 
published by the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, quoting the report, has the 
following observation: “Much of the 
worst appeal to our evil natures is pre- 
sented under the guise of ‘law enforce- 
ment’ and ‘crime does not pay.’ But it 
is presented, and children whose educa- 
tion includes no knowledge whatever’ 
of the Ten Commandments, for the ma- 
jority, and for many of those who 
know them; they know them from 
their Churches only as Jewish stand- 
ards and not as God-given and God- 
enforced, are charmed by their sym- 
pathy for the criminal who ‘bravely’ 
stands alone against the odds of law- 
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enforcement. Such a diet of lust and 
trash, not to mention the tremendous 
time given to the commercials whose 
sole purpose it is to convince us that 
peace and happiness are materially pro- 
curable, can do nothing but foster in- 
creasing tolerance for sin and the in- 
crease of sin’s possession of the 
individual.” 

The guilt of the Jews in crucifying 
Christ has not only involved them: in a 
condemnation throughout the _ subse- 
quent centuries by the whole of Chris- 
tendom, but in the last sixty years this 
has become a major problem with many 
of their leading writers, who are at- 
tempting, in a number of books and 
innumerable articles, to prove that they 
actually had nothing to do with the 
crucifixion of Chyist. The most recent 
denial of Jewish involvement in this 
event is by Dr. Samuel Rosenblatt of 
Johns Hopkins University, in an article 
entitled “The Crucifixion of Jesus From 
the Standpoint of Pharisaic Law,” in 
the learned quarterly, Journal of Bibli- 
cal Literature, December, 1956. 

Dr. Rosenblatt’Ss main argument is 
that all that transpired on T&Rursday 
night and Friday morning, in the trials 
of Jesus, as recorded in the four Gos- 
pels, simply could not have taken place. 
No one, Jew or Christian, could set 
forth more vigorously the’ many injus- 
tices and illegalities of these so-called 
trials of our Lord: 

“One of the characteristics of the 
Pharisees that made them particularly 
objectionable in the eyes of the authors 
of the New Testament was that they 
were sticklers for the letter of the law. 
If this characterization is correct, then 
they could never have had anything to 
do with either the trial of Jesus or his 
death by crucifixion. Under the rules 
of Pharisaic law as summarized in the 
tractate of Sanhedrin of the Mishna, no 
hearings in a case involving capital 
punishment could be initiated on the 
eve of a major holiday like Passover. 
No conviction ,was permitted to be 
brought in at night. No sentence might 
- be executed on the day of a festival, 
nor was it permissible for a man who 
had been hanged to remain on the gal- 
lows until the morning. On all these 


counts the trial of Jesus as described in , 


the New Testament was in direct op- 
position to the .express stipulations of 
the law that was esteemed so highly by 
the Pharisees. In fact, it is inconceiv- 
able that a court session of any kind, 
whether it was for the adjudication of 
a civil or criminal case, should have 
been held by a Pharisaic Sanhedrin on 
a day on which any form of notetaking 
was strictly forbidden, for the accurate 
recording by the court stenographers 
of all arguments pro and con was one 
of the uncircumventable requirements 
of court procedure. What responsible 


Pharisee would have lent himself to 
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committing so flagrant a violation of 
Jewish ritual law? ... 

“Jesus’ remarks, as recorded in the 
New Testament, could, under Pharisaic 
law, hardly have been construed as 
blasphemous. The assertion, even if he 
had made it himself, that he was the 
Messiah, constituted in and by itself no 
insult whatever against the deity. As 
for the claim made in his name that 
he was ‘the Son of God’—that, too, con- 
tained nothing offensive from the Jew- 
ish point of view. Were not all Israel* 
ites referred to’ in the Hebrew 
Scriptures as ‘God’s children’? On re- 
ligious grounds, then, Jesus could not 
have been sentenced to death by any 
Jewish court operating according to 
Pharisaic law. The only kind of offense 
that his Messiahship could have con- 
stituted was one against the state.” 

But the records of the Gospels stand. 
It is impossible to impute any mythical 
origin to these accounts. The records 
of the trials of Jesus are some of the 
most minute and historically accurate 
in all the Bible. 


The peninsula of Sinai has seen more 
than a military invasion by Israe] in 
the last year, though the other activities 
have hardly been noticed in our papers. 
The well-known Jewish Chronicle, pub- 
lished in London, carries an interesting 
item on archaeological expeditions un- 
dertaken in that historic area, giving 
particular attention tothe expedition 
headed by Mr. N. Dothan of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities of the Ministry of 
Education in Israel. This group con- 
centrated its efforts this past year 
chiefly in the area of the Biblical site 
of Kadesh-barnea, believed to have been 
a place now called Tell Kudeirat. Mr. 
Dothan’s team of fifteen members ex- 
plored a fortress on the summit of this 
site which had been built during the 
period of the Judean monarchy, from 
the ninth to the seventh centuries B.C., 
but around the central site of this for- 
tress they uncovered remains of many 
other settlements, some of which went 
back to two thousand years before 
Christ. 

The article ends with this interesting 
statement: “This expedition found noth- 
ing at all connected with the Exodus 
or the sojourn of the ancient Israelites 
in the wilderness of Sinai. It was not 
concerned at all with the question of 
the exact location of Mount Sinai. Ac- 
cording to Jewish religious leaders 
there is no clue whatsoever in Jewish 
writings or religious teaching to the ex- 
act place where Moses received the 
Torah.” 


The Salt of the Earth—The Sheriff’s 
Office of Los Angeles County has under 
its jurisdiction all of that vast county, 
with the exception of the large munici- 
palities. At the present time, 1,209,328 
people live in the territory under the 
control of this one office. In the last 
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twelve months, 173,550 cases were re- 
ported to the office, including 42 mur- 
ders. This means that approximately 
15 out of every 100 people within the 
jurisdiction of this local branch of law 
enforcement are for one cause or an- 
other involved in.an act which must be 
reported to the sheriff. Alarming as 
this is, what would we do without our 
churches, and the influence of the Gos- 
pel, which keep thousands of people 
from breaking the law? Christians are 
still the salt of the earth. 

The problem of crime in the United 
States is going to force itself increas- 
ingly upon the attention of citizens who 
have the welfare of our nation at heart. 
In his annual report, John Edgar Hoover 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
says that in 1956, 2,534,000 major crimes 
were committed in this country, 267,000 
more than in the previous high record 
year of 1954, and an increase of 12 per 
cent over 1955. 

Dr. Martha Eliot, Chief of the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau of the Department of 
Labor, reports that juvenile delinquency 
in our land has risen 9 per cent in a 
period of twelve months. During one 
year, 500,000 children were brought into 
juvenile courts. It would be very in- 
teresting to know how few of the adults 
and children represented by these fig- 
ures were members of a Christian 
church or regular attendants at Sunday 
school. 

Christian Faith and State Constitu- 
tions and Laws.—I regret to report that 
my announcement regarding a proposed 
series of notes on the influence of the 
Christian faith and the Bible on the 
constitutions and laws of the various 
states, has apparently not aroused any 
definite interest. After two months, 
only one communication has been re- 
ceived in my office regarding the series, 
and no letter has come from anyone in 
New England, or elsewhere, offering to 
co-operate in this study. Therefore, to 
my regret, it will be necessary for me 
to abandon this project, as I myself do 
not have the time to investigate this 
aspect of the government of each state, 
nor would all the relevant material for 
distant states be available here in Cali- 
fornia. : 

Israel’s Budget.—The Minister of Fi- 
nance for the State of Israel estimates 
that the total expenditures for that 
country in 1957 will be £850,000,000! 
On the day this is being writ- 
ten, the pound in Israel is worth $2.81 
in our currency. This means that the 
budget for this little country of less 
than two million population is $2,388,- 
500,000, or more than $1,100 for every 
man, woman, and child. 

Of the 223,893 scientists in Soviet 
Russia, 24,620 are Jewish, or 11 per cent 
of the group; though the total number 
of Jews in Soviet Russia is less than 
1 per cent of the entire population. 
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Demon Drums of Voodoo 
(Continued from page 107) 


jungle, and to have perfected himself 
by hundreds of hours of listening to 
phonograph recordings of the native 
drumming of wild African tribes. He 
caught their frenzied tempo and inces- 
sant rhythm and produced the sounds 


that batter the sensibilities and fray’ 


nerves until they whip through the sys- 
tem like an epileptic seizure and create 
ecstasy like that of the crazed voodoo 
dancer. 

Then this man was arrested, sent to 
prison following a narcotic conviction, 
and people began to understand. A re- 
cent writer on this subject says that 
some jazz musicians have used mari- 
juana to help them bring out what is 
called “out-of-this-world” sounds and 
rhythms that clamor for release in their 
brains. They feel unable to produce 
their weird sounds without the stimulus 
of a drug. 

We have reason to believe that demon 
possession may be invading America. 
This madness that accompanies the jun- 
gle music could be the influence of 
demons. One who had watched the 
Afro-Caribbean madness says, “It is 
something like the elation of the Holy 
Roller, and the mystical exaltation of 
But in many 
instances it is demon possession. Those 
who come under “seizure” by the de- 
mon being invoked usually experience 
this during the dancing, or the drum 
playing, or the sacrifice, which climaxes 
the service. 

The Holy Spirit’s warning iM 1 Tim- 
othy 4:1 should be heeded today. Satan 
has found a powerful medium by which 
to pervert the people. For centuries he 


has held benighted tribes of the Dark’ 


Continent in his spell. Missionaries tell 
of the wild dances, the “possession,” and 
moral destruction of the natives. To- 
day this music-and-dance routine is 
maddening millions of folk in America. 
What has happened? 

Seductive syncopation swamps the 
harmony of our songs. Glamorous 
youths mutter dirges in low monotones. 
Voluptuous females with grossly seduc- 
tive gestures moan nasal notes no real 
musician can recognize. Sentiment is 
turned into sensuous suggestion. Ro- 
mance becomes. eroticism. Popular 
music has slid into ragtime, and rag- 
time has been superseded by jazz and 
crooning, followed by swing, bebop, and 
now rock-'n-roll. We seem to have 
reached the slimy bottom of the musical 
underworld. 

Nothing has happened in America to 
do more to dull the minds and morals 
of our people than .has this savage 
music. The continuous pounding of this 
Afro-Cuban, voodoo, paganistic, musical 
clatter dulls the mind, destroys nobil- 
ity, and for millions becomes a power- 
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ful urge to sex and crime. Where did 
it come from? This degrading music 
came to us from the African jungle 
by way, of the Caribbean. 

Recently Coronet magazine carried a 
feature article with pictures, called 
“New Orleans—America’s Most Exotic 
City.” It spoke of Lower Basin Street— 
nine blocks of closely crammed night 
clubs and bars dedicated to uninhibited 
fun, sprawling through the heart of the 
French Quarter. Show business blares 
a new Dixieland beat into the sultry 
night. The entertainers are largely non- 
white, but most of the customers are 
white. The sensuous, risqué shows pre- 
dominate and appeal to the lowest pas- 
sions which came out of the jungles 
by way of the Cuban-Haitian voodoo 
seance and wild demon-possessed danc- 
ing. ‘ 

“All attempts at reform movements,” 
Says the magazine, “have failed. Swarm- 
ing with servicemen, college students, 
and people attending conventions, the 
French Quarter unabashedly gears its 
entertainment off-color ditties, bur- 
lesque gyrations, to sensual rhythms. 

“New Orleans is a place where today 
the primitive, pulsating beat of the jun- 
gle seeps into the bloodstream.” Wild 
and sensuous African music prevails. 
The steady beat of the low music is an 
inescapable reminder of primitive de- 
sires, 

Right here we must see how the Gos- 
pel of Christ changes situations. Both 
the American and Caribbean Negro 
were brought as slaves to this side of 
the Atlantic. Though they had the same 
national and racial origin, their culture 
became widely different. From the 
American Negro in slave days came 
bright, happy music. Their folk songs 
and religious spirituals made a splendid 
contribution to American music. You 
see the difference? While the Carib- 
bean slaves brought the pagan music 
and dancing to their new home, they 
received little or no Gospel; but the 
Negro slaves that came to America were 
converted to Christ by the hundreds of 
thousands and became one of our great 
religious groups. Their paganism was 
changed to Christianity. However, to- 
day the Afro-Caribbean music is cap- 
turing the American Negro as well as 
the white, and in some instances the 
better music of the American Negro is 
being degraded into the salacious forms 
of Caribbean music. 

And so this plague* sweeps over the 
land—from Africa to the Caribbean, to 
New Orleans, to America, to the world. 
May Almighty God spare us! 

But why should the redeemed befoul 
their tongues, minds, and souls with the 
cheap, sexy, often dirty, always empty, 
smart-aleck songs of the day? They will 
destroy the nobility of our souls in the 


(Continued on page 121) 
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Valentine Supper for Adult Classes 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HE tables were prettily decorated in 

red and white. Candy hearts were 
being sampled, following a Valentine 
supper for adult Sunday school class 
members with their husbands and wives. 
Each one was given paper and pencil 
and told to write the name of his or 
her “sweetheart.” Then adjectives were 
to be chosen beginning with each letter 
of the name. The epithets, later read, 
caused some merriment. 

For the Christian, the transition from 
the light and amusing to the serious 
and worth while is not difficult. So, 
after our time of fellowship and fun, 
it was easy to turn the thoughts of those 
present into a more serious vein by 
starting the chorus we had often sung, 
“I’m in love with Jesus .. . He’s the 
Lover of my soul.” Then it was a natu- 
ral step to call for adjectives beginning 
with the letters of that name “which is 
above every name”—adjectives that 
would describe His relationship to us: 

J ustifying. “All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God,” 
but He “was delivered for our of- 
fences, and was raised again for 
our justification” (Rom. 3:23; 4:25). 

E verlasting. He is not only everlasting 
in His person, “alive for evermore,” 
but He has said, “I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love” (Rev. 1: 
18; Jer. 31:3). Because we have 
believed in Him, He has given us 
“everlasting life’ (John 3:36). And 
“he ever liveth to make intercession 
for” us (Heb. 7:25). 

S anctifying. He “loved the church, 
and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with 
the washing of water by the word 
... that it should be holy and with- 
out blemish” (Eph, 5:25-27). 

U nderstanding. “In that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he is 
able to succour them that are 
tempted.” “For we have not an 
high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like 
as we are” (Heb. 2:18; 4:15). 

S atisfying. He Himself promised: “He 
that cometh to me shal] never hun- 
ger; and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 

(You will find it a helpful exercise, 
in repeating these verses, to change the 
pronouns, wherever possible, to the first 
person singular. Notice how personal 
this makes the meaning. For example: 
“I have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God,” but He was “delivered 
for my offenses, and raised again for my 
justification.” After finishing with the 
letter “S,” you will say: “No one ever 
cared for me like Jesus.” “Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow”!) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 24. SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
Matthew 14:1 to 16:12; printed text, Matthew 16:1-12 
Golden Text.—Ye can discern the face of the sky, but can ye not discern the signs of the times?—Matt. 16:3 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 16:1 The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, 
and tempting desired him that he would shew them a sign 
from heaven. . 

2 He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, 
ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. 

3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: 
for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can 
discern the face of the sky; hut can ye not discern the signs 
of the times? 

4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign 
of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departed. 

5 And when his disciples were come to the other side, 
they had forgotten to take bread. 

6 Then Jesus said unto them, Take heed and beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees, 
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7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, It is 
because we have taken no bread. 

8 Which when Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O ye 
of little faith, why reason ye among‘ yourselves, because ye 
have brought no bread? 

9 Do ye not yet understand, neither remember the five 
loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets ye 
took up? 

10 Neither the seven loaves of the four thousand, and 
how many baskets ye took up? 

11 How is it that ye do not understand that I spake it not 
to you concerning bread, that ye should beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees? 

12 Then understood they how that he bade them not 
beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees, 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


% 54 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
AST week we saw that four of the 
L parables given in Matthew, chap- 
ter 13, were spoken by the sea, in 
the presence of the multitude, and four 
of them in the house to the disciples 
alone. That is significant of a change 
in our Lord’s activity. From this time 
en He sought more and more to have 
the disciples by themselves in order to 
instruct them, in view of the day when 
He would leave them. We are not sug- 
gesting that His public ministry was 
over, but this new feature becomes in- 
creasingly prominent. I suggest that 
you read Matthew’s Gospel from 13:53 
and note how often the statement is 
made that “Jesus departed.” Pay spe- 
cial regard to the occasions when the 
departure was for the purpose of get- 
ting away from the crowds into some 
kind of retirement with the apostolic 
band. It is not without reason, then, 
that we can call the remaining section 
of our present division, The Training of 
the Disciples (13:53 to 16:20). You will 
note that this activity continues when 
we, leave the main division which we 
entitled, “Presenting the King in His 
Procedure,” and enter the third main 
division, Presenting the King in His 
Passion. But more of that next week. 
There is good reason for this new 
activity. The rising tide of opposition 
to the Lord Jesus Christ in official 
circles must have been a distressing and 
even frustrating experience for the dis- 
ciples, who had expected something 
very different. For all their belief in 
and loyalty to Jesus, they were puzzled, 

\ 


and stood in need of that special care 
and constant encouragement to faith 
which Jesus now gave them. Important 
as the public ministry of the Lord Jesus 
was, one is tempted to believe that He 
regarded the training of the Twelve as 
His supreme task, short of the giving 
of Himself in the atoning work of the 
cross. 


Verse by Verse 
Matt. 16:1—“The Pharisees . . . the 
Sadducees ... desired ...a sign from 
heaven.” The Pharisees and the Sad- 
ducees had no love for each other, but 
they united in a common purpose to 
embarrass Jesus with a request which 
they were sure He could not grant. 
Verse 2.—“. evening .. . fair 
weather: for the sky is red.” Interest 
in the weather is no new thing among 
men—but weather forecasters had less 
scientific data to go on in those days! 
Verse 3.—“. . morning . foul 
weather ... red and lowring ... ye 
can discern the face of the sky; but... 
not... the signs of the times?” The 
language is more cryptic than our 
standard English translations suggest. 
Our Lord rebuked His questioners for 
their aptness in judgment regarding 
such ephemeral matters as the weather, 
while revealing woeful ignorance and 
blindness with respect to the great 
movements of the Kingdom of God. 
Verse 4—“A wicked ond adulterous 
generation ... no sign... but the sign 
of the prophet Jonas...” Their blind- 
ness was the fruit of their rebellious 
and unfaithful hearts; and because they 
could not see the signs all around them, 
they required something sensational— 
something to compel belief. For an ex- 


planation of the sign of Jonah see 
12: 39-41. 

Verse 5.—“. . . they had forgotten to 
take bread.” No doubt the excitement 
of the controversy made the disciples 
forgetful of routine matters. 


Verse 6.—“. . . Take heed and beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees .. . Sad- 
ducees.” The double command called 


first for such a close inspection of the 
“leaven” mentioned that they would al- 
ways recognize it, and second for an 
utter repudiation of it. 

Verse 7.—“. . . because we have taken 
no bread.” The mention of leaven re- 
minded the disciples of what they had 
forgotten, but it is difficult to see how 
the Pharisees and Sadducees could enter 
the picture in this connection. Did the 
disciples think that Jesus meant: they 
should not buy bread from Pharisees 
and Sadducees? 

Verse 8.—“. . . O ye of little faith, 
why reason ye .. .” Their failure to 
bring bread along should have been no 
matter of concern to them. Was not 
His presence the guarantee of full pro- 
vision? 

Verses 9, 10.—“. . . remember the five 
loaves and the five thousand, and how 
many baskets ... the seven loaves of 
the four thousand .. . ?” The two occa- 
sions referred to differed with respect 
to the number fed, the kinds of bas- 
kets used (as indicated by different 
Greek words), and such incidentals, but 
they showed the ability of the same 
Lord to meet men’s needs in ample 
fashion. 

Verse 11—“. ..I spake... not... 
concerning bread ...” The figurativ 
language of Jesus had discovered both 
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Lesson for February 24 


the disciples’ unbelief and their lack of 
understanding. They had much to learn. 


Verse 12—“Then understood they ... 
the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees.” His rebuke opened their 
understanding, and they saw that just 
as leaven permeates the meal in the 
making of bread so the doctrine of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees had a 
leavening effect on the nation, and must 
be shunned as a corrupt and corrupting 
thing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The forming of an alliance is no sure 
sign of love. Men can hate and despise 
each other and yet get together for a 
common purpose. The Pharisees and 
the Sadducees had little in common, 
apart from the fact that they were all 
sons of Abraham. In doctrine, in philos- 
ophy, in outlook, they were poles apart, 
but their desire to get rid of Jesus of 
Nazareth was sufficiently strong to 
make them work together to that end. 
They had not yet decided on His death, 
but they co-operated in the attempt to 
bring Him into disrepute, and so de- 
stroy His influence with the people. 
They decided on the demand for a sign 
from Heaven. The Pharisees believed 
in signs from Heaven but the Sadducees 
did not, but since both of them believed 
that the demand would thoroughly em- 
barrass Jesus, they united to make it. 
The response was far different from that 
which they expected. These men prided 
themselves in their discernment and 
judgments. They thought they under- 
stood the direction in which events 
were moving, but they had to listen to 
Jesus telling them that their wisdom 
did not go beyond forecasting weather 
for the next twelve hours or so. All 
about them were signs of the ongoings 
of God to which they were utterly blind. 
No sensational and faith-compelling 
sign would He give them, but only that 
which had been pre-enacted in Jonah 
centuries before, the sign of His death 
and resurrection. Faith in Jesus Christ 
must revolve around that. 

If the enemies of Christ. needed re- 
buke that day, so did His friends. His 
earnest warning against the evils of 
Phariseeism and Sadduceeism given un- 
der the figure of leaven aroused no un- 
derstanding in His disciples; they took 
it as a rebuke for their having failed to 
bring bread along with them. As if He 
who had fed the five thousand with five 
little loaves, and four thousand with 
seven, could not look after the physical 
needs of His own little company! Finally 
it dawned upon them, however, that He 
was comparing the formalism of the 
Pharisees and the rationalism of the 
Sadducees to a leavening process which 
would corrupt the whole lump if once 
introduced. 

Pride of religious performance and 


-pride of intellect are equally deadening 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


17.—Parables of the 
Matthew 13 


7. February 
Kingdom 


Next Week’s Lesson 


9. March 3.—The Great Confession. 
Matthew 16:13 to 17:27 








for the church of Christ as for the Jews 
of our Lord’s day. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A rebuke for Christ’s enemies regard- 
ing signs (Matt. 16: 1-4) 

2. A rebuke for Christ's friends regard- 
ing leaven (vs, 5-12) 


Topics for Development 


Leaven. Last week we discussed the 
parable of the Leaven in Matthew 13:33. 
Our Lord speaks of three kinds of spir- 
itual leaven—that of the Pharisees, that 
of the Sadducees, and that of the Hero- 
dians (Mark 8:15). If we understand 
something of these three groups we shall 
know something of what is meant by 
their leaven. 

The Pharisees began well. They came 
into being after the return from Baby- 
lon. Their purpose was to restore the 
Law of Israel] to its former place of 
authority and glory. To this end they 
gave themselves to a study of the Law 
and to the task of teaching it. It was 
indeed a worthy undertaking. As time 
went on, however, the movement de- 
generated. The tendency was to become 
more and more concerned with the mi- 
nutiae of the ceremonial law, with less 
and less regard for its ethical standards. 
They became quite fanatical in their 
zeal, but the whole trend was toward 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT new feature enters our Lord’s 
ministry about the time of the 
parables of Matthew 13? 

2. What was the original purpose of 
the sect of the Pharisees? 

3. What was the condition of the 
Pharisees when our Lord came to earth? 

4. What was characteristic of the sect 
of the Sadducees? 

5. What office in Israel was in the 
hands of the Sadducees? ° 

6. What common purpose did the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees share? 

7. To what did Jesus attribute the de- 
sire of the Jews for “a sign from 
heaven”? p ‘ 

8. What is meant by “the sign of 
... Jonas”? 

9. How did the disciples interpret 
Jesus’ mention of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees? 

10. What is meant by the leaven of 
(1) the Pharisees, (2) the Sadducees, 
(3) the Herodians? 


(Answers on page 119) 
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hypocrisy. By the time our Lord came, 
the sect as a whole had become thor- 
oughly hypocritical, proud of their ad- 
herence to religious ceremony, We have 
only to read His own indictment of 
them in Matthew, chapter 23, to know 
what the leaven of the Pharisees was 
—hypocritical formalism. 

The Sadducees were the intellectuals 
of Jewry. They were just as proud as 
the Pharisees, but in another way. They 
boasted that they no longer held the 
childish superstitions of the old Jewish 
faith. For them supernaturalism was 
out. Angels, spirits, resurrection, and 
miracles all had to go because they had 
no place in the naturalism which was 
the basis of their philosophy. Strangely 
enough, the high priesthood of Israel 
had fallen into the hands of this group. 
Theirs was the leaven of rationalism. 

The Herodians were those who had 
quite given up any Messianic expect- 
ancy, and were quite satisfied to have 
a Herod reigning in Israel as a puppet 
of the Roman power. To them the 
zealots and the nationalists were but 
fanatics. In other words, they repre- 
sented the philosophy of expediency. 
They preferred the kingdom of the 
wédrld to the Kingdom of God. 

Formalism, rationalism, worldliness— 
these constituted the leaven which was 
gripping the life of Israel; and the same 
leaven is too much gripping the life of 
the church. 


Practical Applications 

The enemies of Christ knew how to 
join hands in pursuing their common 
evil purpose, but the friends of Christ 
often betray their common cause by 
allowing minor differences to break 
their ranks. 

Are we also wise in the ways of the 
world “ut foolish in the ways of the 
Spirit of God? 

The death and resurrection of Christ 
is the one sign given to men, Jew and 
Gentile alike. .The demand for further 
signs is a mark of unbelief, and calls 
for judgment. | 

Formalism and rationalism have the 
same corrupting@®ffects in the church as 
in the Jewish nation, and are to be 
avoided if we would preserve a living 
testimony. 

Is bread short? The presence of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is sufficient guarantee 
of supply. Then trust and don’t worry. 


Golden Text 

Matt. 16:3.—“Ye can discern the face 
of the 'sky; but can ye not discern the 
signs of the times?” A man may be a 
great scientist, able to interpret the phe- 
nomena of nature in many fields, and 
still be as dark as night in the things 
of God. “Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3). 

Ex_muurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTEeD HYMNS 
“Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
“Break Thou the Bread of Life’ 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 

A Prayer Before. the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, let Thy Word 
come helpfully to us, each one, today. 
Fill us with gratitude that Thou hast 
given us bread for: both the body and 
the soul. May we now feed on the spir- 
itual food this lesson presents to us and 
be nourished inwardly by it. ake us 
of those who put the needs of the soul 
before the desires of the body and of 
those who seek first the Kingdom of 
God. Let Thy help be given to all 
needy and afflicted people. Help us to 
feel for them and to lighten their bur- 
den. Turn the hearts of men to Christ. 
Cause justice and kindness to flourish 
among the nations and let the kingdoms 
of this world come under the rule of 
Thy Son, as Thou hast promised. For- 
give us our sins and break the power 
of evil in our lives, for our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When the religious 
leaders asked’ the Lord for a sign from 
Heaven they were not sincere. No sign 
would have turned them to Him. They 
asked for an extra special miracle, daz- 
zling and stupendous, well knowing it 
could not be expected from One who 
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never had worked a miraclejust to make 
people stare. What they wanted was 
not to be convinced but rather to dam- 
age the reputation of Christ with the 
people. 

Such insincerity troubled Jesus and 
He warns His disciples against it, bid- 
ding them beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. As yeast 
quickly permeates dough, so religious 
insincerity can spread alarmingly. But 
the disciples missed the point because 
they were anxious about their next 
meal! Twelve hungry men with no 
bread, and Jesus saying, “Watch out for 
the yeast of the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees!” They think He means to be 
careful where they buy their bread! 
Yet these very men, so concerned about 
their next meal, had seen Jesus feed 
crowds of thousands! 

People can get so concerned about 
their next meal if they are poor, or their 
next car if they are prosperous, that 
they have no eyes or ears for the teach- 
ings and warnings of Christ. When we 
get absorbed in things we need for the 
body, or in things we don’t need but 
greatly desire, then it is time to repeat 
to ourselves the words of the psalmist: 
“Trust in the Lord, and do good; so 
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shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily 
thou shalt be fed” (Psa. 37:3). Then 
to that add the words of the Saviour, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). 


CauLcaRY, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The Pharisees also with the Sad- 
ducees .. .” (Matt. 16:1).—Under ordi- 
nary circumstances a combination of 
Pharisees and Sadducees would have 
been virtually impossible, for they were 
bitterly opposed to each other doctrin- 
ally. (See Acts 23:6-10, where the dis- 
sension between these two _ religious 
groups was so intense that the chief 
captain had to interfere lest Paul should 
be pulled apart, limb from limb, by 
them.) 

But these opposing parties could tem- 
porarily ignore their differences and 
join hands in tempting the Lord Jesus. 

Pilate and Herod “were at enmity be- 
tween themselves” before the trial of 
the Lord Jesus, but were made friends 
in their ill treatment of Him (Luke 23: 
12). It has been said that “politics 
makes strange bedfellows.” So does 
consummate hatred! 


“... desired ... that he would shew 
them a sign .. .” (Matt. 16:1).—Signs 
were abundant throughout the life of 
the Lord Jesus. The Apostle Peter said, 
“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of 
God among you by miracles and won- 
ders and signs . .. ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain” (Acts 2:22, 23). 

Furthermore, the Lord Himself was 
the greatest of signs. (See Isa. 7:14.) 
They certainly did not want a sign that 
would authenticate Him and His mis- 
sion. They were not sincere characters 
like the shepherds who were given a 
sign, the night of our Saviour’s ‘birth 
(Luke 2:12). They were not earnest 
seekers as were “the wise men from the 
east,” who saw His star and came to 
Jerusalem with a deep desire to wor- 
ship Him (Matt. 2). 


“O ye hypocrites ... can ye not dis- 
cern the signs of the times?” (Matt. 16: 
3.)—These religious leaders could read 
the face of the sky sufficiently to as- 
sert that a red sky in the evening was 
a sign that fair weather- would prevail 
the next day, whereas a red sky in the 
morning signified foul weather for that 
day. But they were utterly unable to 
read and interpret the signs of the 
times. 

Shall we say that the Lord called 
them hypocrites for assuming the place 
of religious leadership yet knowing 
more about meteorology than prophecy? 

They should have told the nation that 
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it was their day of visitation and that 
their Messiah was in their midst and 
should be given a wholehearted recep- 
tion. They should have been in condi- 
tion to inform Israe] of the remarkable 
manner in which prophecies were being 
fulfilled before their eyes. And they 
should have warned the nation of the 
dire consequences of rejecting their 
King. ‘ 

But they miserably failed; hence there 
was no sign for them but the sign of 
the Prophet Jonah. (See Matt. 12:40, 
41.) 

We wonder how many religious lead- 
ers of our day the Lord would call 
hypocrites for their failure to discern 
the signs of the times. 

According to Acts 15:14 and 15, God 
is now visiting the Gentiles “to take out 
of them a people for his name.” After 
which He will resume His dealings with 
Israel. 

The New Testament Epistles describe 
the “last days” of the church on earth. 
The promise of the Lord to the Church 
is not that He' will use her to convert 
the world, but that He will come and 
take her to be with and like Himself. 
The Church is to love, worship, and 
serve the Lord while watchfully wait- 
ing for Him. 

The wonderful things that have hap- 
pened and are happening to Israel 
should make us conclude that the time 
is near for the final fulfillment of the 
Lord’s promises to that nation; and 
since that is so, the time is much closer 
for the fulfillment of His promise to the 
Church, 

Events transpiring in Western Eu- 
rope should remind us that the Scrip- 
tures predict a ten-kingdom confedera- 
tion in the territory of the old Roman 
Empire, out of which will come that 
wicked personage called the Beast. 

In due time the king of the south will 
fight against the king of the north. The 
south refers to Egypt, as all directions 
are taken from Palestine as a center. 
Present-day happenings in Egypt re- 
mind us that there are stirrings there! 

Russia, in the far north, has certainly 
made herself heard and felt throughout 
the world. Many expositors believe her 
doom and that of her allied armies is 
predicted in Ezekiel 38 and 39. 

An enlightening series of four articles 
on “Russia in thé Light of Prophecy,” 
by Bdgar Ainslie, appeared in Tue Sun- 
pay ScHoo. Trme&, beginning with the 
October 6, 1956, issue. 

Also there are ample stirrings among 
the nations of the East to cause us to 
recall the prophecy regarding the role 
that “the kings of the east” are to take 
in a coming day. 

Three times in the last chapter of 
Revelation, the Lord Jesus said, “I come 
quickly” (or suddenly). What if He 
were to come today? Are you ready for 
Him? If not, place personal faith in 
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Lesson for February 24 


Him, as your Lord and Saviour; and 
then say with hosts of believers, “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the enemies of our Lord 

Jesus Christ employed a great many 
ways to trip Him in His talk. They 
were very clever at this, but they little 
knew how clearly He saw through their 
designs and how well able He was to 
throw them back on their heels. They 
asked Him to show them a sign from 
Heaven. Jesus could have worked a 
miracle before them, but He knew it 
would not change their unbelief. In 
the story that Jesus told of the rich 
man (an unbeliever) in hell, you will 
recall that the rich man begged Abra- 
ham in Heaven to send Lazarus back 
to earth to warn his brothers; but Abra- 
ham replied, “If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neitber will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead” (Luke 16:31). 

The whole matter boils down to this, 
fellows: you and I have all the facts and 
evidence needed upon which to make a 
wise decision for Christ and the Chris- 
tian life. The purpose of signs is to 
warn and to‘guide. We cannot travel 
far along the road without seeing signs; 
we look for them and have reason to 
profit by them. And there are “signs 
of the times”; that is, signs which apply 
very particularly to the present times. 
Fifty years ago a 55-miles-per-hour 
speed limit sign would have been mean- 
ingless. ‘Today it is well understood, 
even if ignored. 

There are also some “signs of the 
times” which are not intended by those 
who make them to be signs; yet are 
very important and are crying out to 
be noticed. I was driving one night 
at 45 m.p.h. when a car occupied by 
teen-agers overtook and passed me on 
a hill at 70 or 80. As another car ap- 
proached from the hilltop, the teen- 
agers slightly clipped my front bumper 
in the effort to avoid a collision. But 
it was too late. As I slammed on my 
brakes, they hit the approaching car 
almost head-on and both cars went 
Straight up. Bodies were strewn over 
the highway on both_sides. Three of 
the teen-agers were killed outright, and 
two in the other car were killed—five 
in all. The remaining six occupants all 
seriously injured, were picked up by the 
ambulance and taken to the hospital. 
It was a sign of the times. Speeding 
is a sign of the times. 

A few days ago three boys, 14, 15, and 
16, were brought before the judge on 
a charge of holding up a storekeeper at 
gun point and robbing him of $200. They 
told the judge they had seen it in the 
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movies. They were sent to the reforma- 
tory. It was a sign of the times. 

Two high school boys threw the body 
of a girl into the lake where it was 
found a few days later, and they con- 
fessed to the murder, “just for the 
thrill.” It is a sign of the times. 

Television is presenting scenes of in- 
fidelity, fraud, debauchery, and crime, 
and young people are feasting = it. It 
is a sign of the times. 

Two boys arrested for stealing cars 
told the inspector they saw it done on 
television and decided to try it out. 
These are not rare instances; they are 
just common, everyday headlines. Brew- 
ers for beer, and tobacco manufacturers 
for cigarettes with fascinating pictures 
of beauty and athletics and challenging 
stories are steadily building up new 
consumer demand on television. It is 
a sign of the times. 

But there are other signs, thank the 
Lord. The Devil is not having it all his 
way. There is the good old-fashioned 
Sunday school, with God’s Word and 
faithful teachers and wholesome litera- 
ture. There are Christian youth move- 
ments and organizations; there is the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship; 
there are clean and wholesome camps 
where provision is made not only for 
good sports but for Christian character 
building, too, and fellows have the time 
of their lives. And there is always the 
Church of the living Christ, against 
which the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail. These are signs of the times that 
give hope for boys and girls, redeemed 
by the blood of the Lord Jesus, who 
want to keep clean and grow into man- 
hood and womanhood and enjoy the in- 
heritance purchased for them by Him. 
These are in easy reach. Look about 
you, fellows; use just your ordinary 
intelligence, and select the signs that 
will lead to your happiness. Think. 
Ask God to guide you in making your 
selection, and He will—to:your everlast- 
ing satisfaction. 

WEAVERVILLE, N.C. 

sh 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning you can each put a 
blue heart on the next page of your 
chart, with the word pure pasted on it. 
As we work, we'll say Matthew 5:3-7 
and then learn verse 8. ' 
Christ was the Jews’ Messiah, their 
rightful King, yet they rejected Him. 
When the Wise Men from the East came 
to Jerusalem seeking for Him, there is no 
record that a single Jéw traveled the 
six miles to Bethlehem to see Him. He 
was treated with indifference ther, and 
later with growing enmity. Today’s 
lesson haS reached,a high point in the 
hatred of the Jews against Jesus. Read 
Matthew 16/1. The Pharisees and the 
Sadducees were always at swords 
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points with one another. The Phari- 
sees revered the Old Testament as the 
Word of God, but they had added tra- 
ditions of men to their doctrine, dis- 
torting the meaning of the Scriptures. 
The Sadducees doubted everything. 
They did not believe in angels nor in 
the resurrection of the body. 

But here in Matthew 16:1 we find 
these two opposing forces united in 
one thing—their enmity against Christ! 
How Satanic this was! They came to- 
gether to ask Him for a sign from 
Heaven. He had given them innumer- 
able signs that proved He was the Mes- 
siah. We have already listed in our 
notebooks ten Old Testament proph- 
ecies Christ. had fulfilled, and in addi- 
tion to these He had done many mir- 
acles. He was Himself the greatest sign 
that could have been given: His sinless 
life, His unwearied service of love to 
others, and His power to forgive sins 
and to raise the dead were absolute 
proof that He was the Messiah. To 
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ask Him for a sign, in the face of all 
this, showed their utter unbelief, 

Read Matthew 16:2, 3. How many 
people today are like these men! Like 
the Pharisees and Sadducees, they can 
discern weather conditions and other 
things that affect the body or concern 
material prosperity, but they are blind 
about spiritual things. This should 
never be true of Christians, but it some- 
times is. Why? Because they do not 
spend enough time reading the Bible 
to learn God’s truth. I’ve heard people 
Say, “I. don’t think it matters what 
church a person goes to, just so he goes 
somewhere.” That’s a great mistake 
because it may “matter” to the extent 
of his spiritual life or death. 

Read Matthew 16:4-12. The only re- 
maining sign for the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees would be that of the Prophet 
Jonah which meant the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Christ. 

Leaving them, the Lord Jesus turns 
to His disciples and says, “Take heed 
and beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
sees and of the Sadducees.” What did 
His disciples think He meant? (That 
they should have brought bread with 
them.) Why did Jesus say to them, “O 
ye of little faith’? (Because they didn’t 
need to worry about bread when He 
was there. He had fed thousands of 
people with almost nothing.) Right. 

Then they understood that He was 
telling them to beware of the doctrine 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. 
Girls, we, too, need this warning. There 
are churches today which have so ob- 
scured the message of salvation by add- 
ing the thoughts of men to the Word 
of God that it is almost impossible for 
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their hearers to find salvation in these 
churches, Other churches cast doubt 
on so many parts of the Bible that their 
hearers find it almost impossible to be- 
lieve enough of God’s message to be 
saved. Read Revelation 22:18, 19 to see 
how serious it is to alter God’s Word 
in either way. 

If you girls learn while you are young 
to test every doctrine by prayerful 
study of God’s Word, it may save you 
many unhappy, wasted years. A dis- 
tant relative of mine got in with a group 
that sounded very good but who under- 
mined his faith in the inspired Scrip- 
tures. Although he had been saved 
when a child, he came to the place 
where he doubted all the fundamentals 
of our faith. Suddenly he was stricken 
by a fatal illness. Then he realized 
that the Saviour was his only hope. He 
said, “I have been a fool! I would 
rather hang onto Christ and His aton- 
ing death by my eyebrows, than to 
trust in any of man’s worthless philoso- 
phies.” He -went to Heaven because he 
believed in the Lord Jesus with all his 
heart, but he wished so much that’he 
had not wasted those years when he was 
under the influence of false doctrine. 
May God preserve us from such:a mis- 
take! 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
In Time of Danger (Matt. 14:22-33) 


RAW a sign on the blackboard, and 

print on it in large letters: DAN- 
GER. Where have you seen signs like 
this? Have you been in danger? Were 
you scared? There are so many kinds 
of danger! There is danger of being 
killed, danger of not getting food 
enough, danger of being drowned, fear 
of ghosts, danger of breaking God's 
commandments, danger of the Devil’s 
getting control of you, danger of sick- 
ness and accident. You will find all 
these dangers in the readings this week. 
And what happened when the Lord 
Jesus was there! (50) A tap-dancing girl 
at a birthday party, Matthew 14:3-11. 
(51) A boy who helped Jesus, verses 
13-21. Look in John 6:9 to find the boy. 
(52) Walking on water, verses 22-33. 
(53) Parents, 15:4-8. (54) A girl with 
a “devil,” verses 21-28. (55) Foreigners 
see Jesus’ power, verses 29-31. (56) 
Foreigners see His power in another 
way, verses 32-38. 

If you like the thrill of a shiver go- 
ing up your spine, try to imagine our 
Bible story. It is blaek night. The 
wind is blowing a gale. You are with 
the disciples in a boat. Great waves 
heave the little boat up; then down it 
goes into the trough. Stinging spray 
lashes your face. You shiver in soaked 
clothing. You try to bail out the water, 
but the boat is filling. The disciples 
are trying to row to shore, but it is no 
use. The wind is against you. You are 
being blown off course. You may over- 
turn any moment. And the Lord Jesus 
is not with you. Oh, but He is nearer 
than you think! 

Shrieks of fear! You scream, too. A 
ghost! That’s a sure sign of death com- 
ing. You duck your face under your 
arm so that you will not see it!e A 
calm voice calls: “Cheer up! It is I! 
Do not be afraid!” Is that the Lord? 
Can that be He walking on the water? 
Peter calls back, “Lord, if it is You, tell 
me to come meet You on the water.” 
The Lord says, “Come!” You hold your 
breath as Peter puts one foot out onto 
the water, then another. Look, he is 
standing up! He takes some steps on 
the water toward the Lord! A how] of 
wind whips up the waves. Down he 
goes! “Lord, save me!” The Lord puts 
out His hand and catches him. “You 
didn't. have much faith! Why did you 
get scared?” As they step into the boat, 
the wind suddenly stops. You hardly 
dare speak. Your heart is thumping 
with excitement. He is—He must be— 
your lips say it, “You really are the Son 
of God!” 

No matter what the danger is, there 
is always One to help you. When Da- 
vid was surrounded by enemies and it 
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Lesson for February 24 


seemed every day as if they would get 
him, he said, “What time I am afraid, 
I will trust in thee” (Psa. 56:3, Mem- 
ery Verse). So we pray, not only when 
we are tired or discouraged or bad, as 
the Lord tells us in Matthew 11:28, but 
when we are afraid and in danger. (Add 
the new Memory Verse to.the prayer 
poster.) 

Usually the best application of a les- 
son for children is a child’s own appli- 
cation of the principle involved. It is 
impossible in these lesson plans to in- 
clude a story in detail. I suggest that 
the teacher save the “Children at Home” 
stories, and such “Illustration Round 
Table” stories as are appropriate. For 


instance, the Trmes I read the week this / 


article is being prepared has a story 
showing the answer to a Pilgrim boy’s 
prayer in fear and danger, and also 
God's provision of food: “Second 
Thanksgiving.” 1 Since the stories are 
often on both sides of a page, I tear 
out the whole page, pasting on it 
columns from other pages, punch the 
margin, reinforce if desired, and insert 
in a loose leaf notebook that takes type- 
writer paper. As the weeks go by, you 
will find that you have a story to illus- 
trate almost any Memory Verse. 





1Issue of Nov. 3, 1956. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Sign Blind.—Can ye not discern the 
signs of the times? (Matt. 16:3, Golden 
Text.) Dr. J. Carter Swain, in his book, 
“Right and Wrong Ways To Use the 
Bible,” tells of a policeman in the State 
of Washington who followed a moiorist 
at forty-five miles an hour over a 
stretch of road that had on it nine signs 
reading: “Slow. Curve. Speed: 20 
miles per hour, etc.” The motorist paid 
no attention to any of the signs. When 
the patrolman finally overtook him and 
asked if he could not read, he said, “I’ve 
driven that road twice a day for fifteen 
years, and there are no signs on it.” 
When the officer took him back and 
showed him some of them, he {insisted 
that they must have been put up the 
night before. It is possible for human 
beings to become so familiar with signs 
all the way that they overlook them 
entirely. The only cure is to make a 
determined effort day by day to remem- 
ber God, and what He has done for us. 
—From the Expositor. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Why Not Speak to Those Who Can 
Understand?—The .Pharisees also with 
the Sadducees . . . desired him that he 
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would shew them a sign from heaven 
(Matt. 16:1). Way back early in 1901, 
before there was such a thing known 
as the tongues fanaticism in Los Ange- 
les, which has since spread throughout 
the world, a man wrote me saying that 
the gift of tongues had been bestowed 
upon his congregation and that some 
twenty languages, sypernaturally im- 
parted, had been discerned among his 
people. He went on to say that he felt 
moved to come to Chicago and bring 
these people with him that they might 
display these gifts among our students 
in the Moody Bible Institute. I wrote 
back, calling attention to Paul’s teach- 
ing in this chapter (1 Cor. 14) about the 
display of gifts, and suggested that if 
they had indeed the power to speak in 
these various languages they would bet- 
ter go and use it among the,.people who 
understood these tongues, and thus help 
somebody and win them for Christ.— 
From Dr. R. A.. Torrey, in the King’s 
Business. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Ax- 
tell, Kans. 


No Interest!—Then Jesus said unto 
them, Take heed and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sad- 
ducees (Matt. 16:6). The class of 1932 
of Princeton University has no interest 
in religion. Fifteen years after their 
graduation, Maintland Eddy sent out an 
extensive questionnaire to his fellow 
classmen. The results of this canvass 
were analyzed and printed in Life mag- 
azine in June of 1947. Among other 
matters their interest in religion was 
checked. The data reveals that only 39 
of the 273 (of the 591 men only 273 re- 
sponded in time to be included in the 
tabulation) attended church once a 
week or more. More than half, 149 to 
be exact, goes to church fewer than five 
times a year. Were a certain seventeen 
of them to enter a church the roof 
would fall in since they have not at- 
tended any church ever since the last 
compulsory chapel in 1932! These eru- 
dite graduates give supposedly  intelli- 
gent reasons for their lack of interest. 
Since their estimate of religion is de- 
fined in terms of the “Golden Rule” and 
“charity,” they object to dogma. To 
them the church lacks significance in 
the world of today. What faith is sought 
at all is pursued in the traditional ave- 
nues of walking or gardening or private 
prayer. They heap up complaints as to 
the stuffiness and dullness of the church 
services and sermons. To most of them 
church is just plain boring. These 
Princetonians are the products of one 
of the most outstanding and tradition- 
steeped universities of our land. They 
are representative of the highest 
bracket of culture and education in our 
nation. Their negative attitude toward 
true religion certainly declares in un- 
mistakable terms the travesty made of 
wisdom and intelligence by our mod- 
ern educational system. The very uni- 
versity from which they come was 
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founded on Christian, not just religious, 
principles. It was instituted for the 
purpose of grounding young men of 
high caliber not. only in a thorough 
knowledge of the arts, but in a deep- 
rooted and sound Christian philosophy 
of life. How far indeed has erring man 
taken such universities from their bed- 
rock of theology to the quicksands of 
human philosophy!—From Essex. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


When You're Scared.—Which when 
Jesus perceived, he said unto them, O 
ye of little faith, why reason ye among 
yourselves, because ye have brought no 
bread? (Matt. 16:8.) For God's people 
in these troubled times a good thing 
to do would be to behave before the 
ungodly like a little girl who said to 
her mother, “At supper tonight you and 
Daddy acted awful worried and scared, 
is it because you think bad men will 
blow up the world?” The mother, an 
earnest Christian, said she felt rebuked, 
and answered the child, “I guess we did 
act worried and scared. I’m sorry, my 
dear.” “Well, then, Mummy,” said the 
wise little child, “when I’m scared, you 
comfort me, why don’t you tell God 
you're scared, and tell Him you are 
sorry. I’m sure He will tell you He is 
looking after things, just like you tell 
me. And you know, Mummy, you said 
Jesus would come when things got too 
bad in the world. Doesn't that. make 
you happy?”—As told by the mother. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


Why Not Talk About Christ?—Why 
reason ye among yourselves ...? (Matt. 
16:8.) I have heard recently of a group 
of Christians from different churches 
who began to meet periodically to dis- 
cuss various problems which had arisen. 
But the more they met and the more 
they discussed, the bigger their prob- 
lems grew. Finally someone suggested, 
“Why don’t we forget about our .prob- 
lems for a while and gather just to 
talk about Christ?” So they began to , 
come together to consider the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to sit at His feet and learn 
of Him through His Word. And, lo, 
their problems began to dissolve as they 
fell in love afresh with Him and with 
each other. A good revival would dis- 
pose of most of our committee meetings 
on how to do what. He stands amidst 
our feverish get-togethers, whether 
small board meetings or vast conven 
tions, and asks, “Why reason ye among 
yourselves, because ye have brought no 
bread?” A genuine heart-warming in 
His presence is the surest and quickest 
way to clear the agenda. The way out 
is not by a parley but by a Person.— 
From “Day by Day,” by Vance Havner. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


Light for Coming Darkness.—How is 
it that ye do not understand that I 
spake it not to you eoncerning bread, 
that ye should beware of the leaven of 
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A MISSIONARY 
IN AN EARTHQUAKE 


Greece is a predominantly Greek Orthodox 
country with a small Protestant minority which 
seeks to preach the Gospel. To be a Pro- 
testant in Greece many times means persecu- 
tion and discrimination. It costs something to 
be a born-again believer in Greece, but it costs 
more to serve the Lord. 


In a town called Volos, the fourth largest 
in Greece, there was a terrible earthquake 
which destroyed 80% of the buildings, among 
them houses of the believers, the Evangelical 
Church and the parsonage. The Gospel 
worker here is Rev. Basil Sakellis, supported 
by the American Mission to Greeks. From 
this missionary, who with his wife and two 
little children is living in a room that is ready 
to fall on them and kill them, came the fol- 
lowing word after five new tremors which they 
recently experienced: “If you could only for 
one moment enter into our experience, you 
would be able to understand the pain of our 
hearts. An earthquake is the worst thing that 
one could experience. If you are ill, you 
know what to do; if you are thirsty, you know 
where to go to quench your thirst; but when 
the earth 1s furiously shaking under your feet, 
and you cannot even stand upright, where can 
you go, how can you support yourself? With 
the help we have received from the American 
Mission to Greeks, you have allowed a ray 
of hope to come to us. Rescué us from death. 
We need shelter. We need to move out of 
the ruins. During one of our recent tremors 
part of the ceiling fell on the bed on which 
our little boy and girl were lying and almost 
killed them. We have been able to build two 
rooms in afi earthquake-proof manner, but we 
need another $300 for the doors and windows 
and the roof in order to move in.” 


Just think of these servants of Christ in the 
cold of winter. If you were in their place you 
would like someone to come to your rescue. 
Do unto them as you would have liked others 
to do unto you. And from Nitsa, the dear 
wife of this missionary, there came the follow 
ing letter: “It is the utter need in which we 
are found that has forced me to write. My 
husband has no shirts to wear. I have been 
mending what he has over and over again, 
but there is nothing much I can do any more. 
They are rags. Could you not please send him 
some? Our need is beyond description. _ I 
haven’t been able to buy milk or an egg for my 
children for two months now. I am ashamed 
to write this, but it is the heartbreaking need 
of my children that forces me to do it.’ 


We hope that every reader’s heart will be 
deeply touched by the urgent need of this 
missionary couple laboring for Christ in 
Greece. We hope and pray that their appeal 
to you will not go in vain. nd your gifts 
for them to: American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Box 423, Dept. S, New York 36, N. Y. 
(In Canada: 90 Duplex Avenue, Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) Any good used clothin — wish 
to send, please address to: 265 West 79th 
Street, New York 24, N. Y. (Do not send 
clothing from Canada. ) (Adv.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?. 


(Matt. 16:11.) A child riding with his 
mother on a railroad train noticed the 
porter lighting the lights in the car in 
the middle of the day. “Why does he do 
that?” he asked his mother. “Wait a 
minute and you will see,” said his 
mother. Presently, with no warning, 
the train plunged into a long tunnel. 
No time for lighting the lamps, but 
great need for their light. In the dash 
and roar of our hurrying lives, some of 
us are too busy to enter this Word for 
its light. In the dark of the day that 
is coming to us all, what shall we do? 
—Sent by J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, 
Ohio. 


Hopeless Remedy.—Then understood 
they how that he bade them not be- 
ware of the leaven of bread, but of 
the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the 
Sadducees (Matt. 16:12). A man once 
went to consult a doctor about his 
health. He complained that he suffered 
from such overwhelming depression 
that his life was unbearable. The doc- 
tor examined him, and after a little 
while remarked that all he needed was 
some lively amusement to divert his 
thoughts from himself. “Try a lively 
novel; that would be about the best 
medicine you could take.” The man 
shook his head as if doubtful of the pre- 
scription, and then the doctor said again, 
“Well, I’ll tell you what to do to cheer 
yourself up, go to such and such a the- 
ater and see what that will do for you.” 
Still a shake of the head showed the 
patient had no confidence in the pro- 
posals helping him. “Well,” said the 
doctor, “I can but think of one other 
thing or person that would help you, 
and if that does not do so, I am unable 
to help you. Go and see that great 
clown that has lately arrived and is 
drawing such crowds with his merri- 
ment; and if you suffer from depression 
after hearing and watching him, I shall 
be surprised.” “Ah!” said the poor man, 
in a tone of the deepest distress, “I am 
that clown.”—From the Log of the Good 
Ship Grace. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU will want to know that Mr. 

and Mrs. Greiner, about whom I 
want to tell you, are really true people 
who really truly live. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Greiner love the Lord Jesus with 
all their hearts. And they have given 
their whole lives to Him. So they serve 
Him every single day. They have spent 
many, many hours giving the Gospel 
story to boys and girls. 

It was on one night that they were 
returning from a children’s camp that 
something dreadful happpened. Re- 
member, now, that they were the serv- 
ants of God. In obedience to Him they 
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had gone to the camp to tell the chil- 
dren about the Saviour. The road home 
was dark and the rain beat across the 
windshield of the car. They were not 
surprised to see little rivers of water 
rushing across the road. Safely they 
went through many of them. They had 
started through another one, when sud- 
denly the car motor chugged to a dead 
stop. Mr. Greiner started to step out 
of the car to see what was the maiter. 
Instead of being able to take a step, 
swift currents of water beat his legs. 
He hopped back into the car and slam- 
med the door shut. “We're in a flood!” 
he cried to his wife. 

Almost immediately the raging water 
picked up their car and carried it down 
the road. The car, with two frightened 
people, stopped finally, lodged between 
two trees. Mr. and Mrs. Greiner realized 
then that their legs were wet. When 
they looked into the back seat, they saw 
their treasured accordion floating in the 
thick, muddy water. Each moment the 
water rose higher and higher. “We 
must get out of here,” Mr, Greiner told 
his wife. After a struggle with the 
madly flooding waters, the two finally 
got to the hood of their car. They 
inched their way to the tree. Mrs. 
Greiner wrapped her thin arms and legs 
around the trunk of the tree, Mr. Greiner 
wrapped himself around his wife. To 
put his leg out straight was almost dis- 
astrous. The wild, rushing water pulled 
at his leg, yanking to free him from his 
wife—and into a certain grave in the 
black waters. 

There were no lights anywhere. There 
were no people in sight. Mr. and Mrs. 
Greiner were alone, clutching a tree, 
with rushing inky water up to their 
necks. They hung on for one hour, 
two hours, three hours, four hours. 
Finally, at two o’clock in the morning, 
rescuers found them. And what do you 
suppose the Greiners were doing? They 
were singing hymns! They were pray- 
ing! And their loving, tender Heavenly 
Father who cares for His own, was car- 
ing for them. 

Those who serve the Lord Jesus and 
obey Him are not always free from 
danger. And what is true now was 
also true in the long ago. Once the 
Son of God had told His disciples to 
get into a boat and go to the other side 
of the Sea of Galilee. Immediately they 


‘obeyed Him and rowed out into the 


waves of the sea. They rowed and 
rowed and rowed. Night covered their 
boat, the shore, one another. The waves 
rose higher and higher. 
and they rowed and they rowed. 
Finally, when it was nearly morning, 
they knew they could not row any 
more, Their arms were as limp as sea- 
weed; their legs as wobbly as jelly. They 
were cold and wet and exhausted. They 
knew that to stop rowing would mean 
almost immediate death. But death 


They rowed 
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Lesson for February 24 


would have to take them; they could 
not move another muscle. 

Right then they saw something mov- 
ing on the water. “It’s a ghost!” they 
shouted. And those big men were 
afraid! 

Across the roaring waves came a 
voice, “Have courage. It is I Stop 
being afraid.” 

“It is the Lord!” the disciples shouted. 
“And He is walking toward us up and 
over, up and over the waves. Here He 
comes!” Surely enough, in only a short 
while He was in the boat with them, 
and the wind stopped blowing. Then 
the disciples fell on their knees and 
worshiped God’s dear Son, thanking 
Him with their hearts for being their 
Saviour., 

What they learned that night long ago, 
what the Greiners learned in the flood 
over a year ago, is what the Lord Jesus 
wants us to learn: that when we obey 
Him, we can be sure that through every 
testing of life and of death, He is with 
us. 

LANCASTER, PA. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 113) 


1. More emphasis on the training of 
the apostles. 

2. To study 
Moses. 

3. They were emphasizing the cere- 
monial law at the expense of the moral 
law, and were reduced to a state of 
hypocrisy (see chap. 23). 

4. They were the 
antisupernaturalists 
23:8). 

5. The high priesthood. 

6. To discredit Jesus. 

7. To the wickedness of their hearts 
and their departure from God—spiritual 
adultery (Matt. 16:4). 

8. It refers to the death and resurrec- 
tion of Christ, prefigured by . Jonah’s 
experience in the great fish (Matt. 12: 
39-41). 

9. They thought He was referring to 
their failure to take bread with them 
(v. 7). 

10. (1) Formalism, (2) 
(3) worldliness. 

ELMuursT, ILL, 
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Children 1 at Home 


Peter and the Stranger 
A tue story 
By Hilda V. Richardson 
ETER loved pictures. His grand- 
mother took him to visit the art 
gallery. After looking at many of the 
paintings, Grandmother sat down to rest 
while Peter wandered around studying 
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rationalists, and 
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the beautiful works of art. He stood 
for a long time looking at one picture. 
It was a painting of the crucifixion of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Presently Peter was aware of some- 
one standing beside him looking at the 
picture. The man was more interested 
in Peter than in the painting. 

After a time of silence Peter spoke 
to the stranger, “That’s Jesus.” 

There was no reply from the man, 
so Peter added, “Those are Roman sol- 
diers.” After a moment he continued, 
“They killed Him.” 

“Where did you learn that?” asked 
the stranger. 

“At Sunday school,” was Peter’s reply. 

The man turned and walked away. 
Before he reached the door Peter rushed 
after him calling, “Wait a minute, Mis- 
ter!” The man turned to see Peter run- 
ning toward him. 

“Say, Mister,” Peter said, “I wanted 
you to know that Jesus rose again.” 

The man went out without another 
word. Peter went back to his grand- 
mother and told her about the picture 
and about the man who did not seem 
interested in Jesus. 

Peter prayed that night for the man 
that he had talked to in the art gallery. 
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Every Christian, no matter how new 
or old, will be lifted to higher dedica- 
tion, devotion, and service through 
this soul-searching book. Says Eugenia 
Price, “In this clearly written new 
book, Dr. Rees reassures me that the 
committed Christian life has nothing 
whatever to do with the defeat of res- 
ignation! Rather, it is — even in the 
hard places—the daily song of ac- 
ceptance with joy because Christ is 
behind it all.” $2.00 
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Flannelgraph Stories 
come to life with this 


2ualtty 
Flannelgraph Equipment 





PAINTED FLANNELGRAPH BACKGROUNDS 


' Authentic scenes of life in Palestine in 
Bible times — add realism, romance to 
your stories. Painted in beautiful pas- 
tels on high quality flannel. Durable — 
may be dry cleaned ! 

#1—Basic Palestinian outdoor scene 
#2-Basic interior of a home in Bible times 
#3—Desert scene with mountain background 
#4—Typical Bible-land village scene 
#5-Interior view of temple or palace 
#6—Typical city street in Bible times 
#7—-Lake-side scene with mountains behind 
#8-Interior view of Bethlehem manger 
'#9—Basic outdoor night-time scene - 


FOLDING EASEL — Economical, 
easy-to-carry tripod easel. Ad- 
justable tray holds flan- d 
nelboard, blackboard or 

pictures. 5% feet high 

when open — folds into a 

neat bundle 2 feet 9 in. 

long. $3.25 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 




















NEW FOLDING FLANNELBOARD — No. 4 
For use on table or easel. Sturdy, 
rigid, durable. 26 by 39 inchés open. 
Covered with dark flannel. Bolted 
cross piece holds board firm. Hooks 
keep board closed when folded. Heavy 
metal hinges, rope handles for easy 


carrying. $6-95 
COMBINATION FLOOR AND TABLE FLANNEL- 


BOARD — The most convenient, prac- 
tical flannelboard you can buy! En- 
tire unit folds into a compact carry- 
ing case — opens up to a large board 
28 by 40 inches. Has both floor and 
table easel. Sturdy legs and cross bars 
prevent wobbling or collapse. Board 
covered with quality dark flannel. 
Extremely durable. $1 2-50 


Iuclnde postage. 
ORDER THESE QUALITY FLANNELGRAPH AIDS NOW FROM: 


1517 N. 3rd St. . Harrisburg, Pa. 
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He planned to ask his Sunday school 
teacher to pray for him, too. : 

Sunday morning Peter hurried to Sun- 
day school anxious to tell Mr. Kelly 
about his experience. Just as Peter was 
crossing the street to the church he saw 
the stranger that he had talked to in 
the art gallery walking up the steps into 
the church. 

Peter found Mr. Kelly and told him 
his story. The two of them knelt down 
beside chairs in the little classroom and 
prayed for the man who had just come 
into the church. i 

At the close of the church service 
the man gave his heart to the Lord 
Jesus and told the minister, “A little 
boy told me that Jesus died and rose 
again. It was the first time anyone had 
bothered to speak to me of Jesus. I 





WILDE'S 
TEACHING PICTURES 
IN FULL COLOR 


Forty-eight beautiful reproductions of 
famous. masterpieces for Class, School 


and Home use in two sizes 


6" x9" 3¢ ea 3° x 4)" 2¢ ea 
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or 

Write for free catalog 
to 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 Clarendon St., Boston 16, Mass. 








McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the 
original 1879 McGuffey’s Readers has finally been lo- 
cated, and reprints of these grand old readers have now 
been completed. Each reader is custom made from 
plates used in the 1879 revised edition . . . same 
type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader - $2.25 Fourth Reader - - $3.25 
Second Reader 2.50 Fifth Reader- - - 3.50 
Third Reader 2.75 Sixth Reader - - 3.75 


We pay the postage on ail orders! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-28, Rowan, lowa 
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went home and found a Bible and read 
it all for myself. Now I am giving my 
heart to Jesus Christ. I only wish that 
boy could know.” ; 

Peter listened to every word the man 
said. He wanted to jump and sing but 
instead he sat very still and thanked 
God for making him say those few 
words to the stranger who had stood be- 
side him and looked at the painting of 
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 


Santa Cruz, CALIF. 


Happenings in Wartime Germany 
(Continued from second page) 


dows were on the ground level and 
facing them at a short distance was a 
high wall. When one spoke in the direc- 
tion of this wall, what’ was said was dis- 
tinctly heard in all other cells. It was 
an acoustic phenomenon § discovered 
doubtless by accident by one of the in- 
mates, who had made it known to the 
rest. 

Behold me then suspended in air, legs 
Swinging, ready to knit up acquaint- 


ance with my companions in misery— . 


speculators, counterfeiters, gypsies, and 
Jews, political suspects, and even a pros- 
titute, some guilty, others innocent, old 
and young—what a motley crowd! This 
look behind life’s scenes shook me up. 
The first thing clear was that we were 
bound in a common bundle of fear and 
despair. All of us had fallen into the 
hands of men, and the Bible tells us 
there is no worse fate. 

Of course the conversation could be 
only intermittent, for it is not possible 
to be hanging this way for long. One 
is obliged to rest a moment to recover 
strength. 

So I found myself once more breath- 
less on my little table. An old man 
was at the moment occupied with the 
tale of two years’ confinement, and his 
story was interrupted incessantly by 
obscene phrases from the mouth of a 








252 N. Dillon Street 





RUNNING FROM HORROR 


Crying for help are many little children, among them 
not a few are children of Hebrew Christians who are 
dependent alone on help from Christians. 


There is no other place where they can be cared for 
with love and understanding. They especially need 
to be brought up in the faith of their fathers—in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


Such a place can only be found in the Orphanage of 
The American European Bethel Mission in Haifa, Israel. 


Your help, your prayers are urgent. 
HEADQUARTERS: 
AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
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nearby woman. Suddenly a great light 
shone on my inner man. Here they are, 
I said, the laboring and heavy laden, 
the publicans and sinners, of whom so 
often our Lord spoke. You have been 
brought here to preach the Gospel to 
them. 

But how was I to pronounce the first 
words of my message? I was unable to 
engage in long explanations, for, after 
a minute, I found myself forced to relax 
my grip on the grating; the palms of 
my hands burned as with fire from con- 
tact with the iron. 

It was as if all the demons who 
haunted these places, veritable ante- 
chambers of hell, restrained me from 
speaking. But God had called me, So 
I raised myself anew in the air and, 
waiting for a bit of silence in my neigh- 
bors’ conversation, whispered into the 
night: “Hear a magnificent word from 
the Lord, ‘God so loved the world... .’” 

Hardly had I spoken the name of God 
than the shameless woman cut short 
my words with a shameless oath. The 
rest, however, shut her up. “Be quiet, 
Frida,” and, silence re-established, I 
finished the quotation, “that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Then I added 
a few words on the burning, pitying 
love of Jesus, and again lowered my- 
self. 

Profound silence followed. All were 
still in their somber cells. Jesus had 
drawn near, near to their despair, their 
sins, their impiety, their powerlessness. 

And that is how my swinging pulpit 
was inaugurated. 

Every evening, when the general con- 
versation had quieted down, I addressed 
to them a more than brief sermon, hung 
on my perch like a monkey, but with 
joy in my heart. I could see none of 
my hearers. Only the wall, hard and 
gloomy, was visible; but I really felt 
that the whole crowd was listening. 
And Frida no longer disturbed the 
silence. 

Do you know what moved me most 
profoundly in this strange experience? 
It was the understanding that the 
deeper one descends into the depths of 
humanity to bring it to Christ, the more 
luminously shines forth the message of 
Jesus’ mercy. 


“Come in!” 

The pastor turned about at the mo- 
ment a woman entered the room. She 
seemed agitated and quickly broke out 
with, “It appears you refuse to confirm 
my niece.” 

The pastor tried to quiet her. “Please 
sit down. Let me explain. Your niece 
is feebly endowed mentally. You must 
realize it since she has been going to 
a school for backward children. I have 
tried to instruct her without avail. She 
remembers not a single hymn, to say 
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nothing of catechism. I cannot admit 
her to confirmation.” 

“I knew what you were going to say,” 
interrupted the woman. “I must tell 
you something. God has used this poor 
child to transform our household.” 

The pastor lifted his eyes in surprise. 
“How is that?” he said. 

“I don’t know whether you know it,” 
said the woman, “but we run a café, 
and there reigned there a bad and dis- 
orderly spirit. On the death of my 
sister a year ago, I took her little girl 
into my home. Having but little room, 
I made up a bed for her in the large loft 
where the two maids I employ sleep. 

“Then something strange happened. 
The first evening when work was done 
the two servants brought the little girl 
into their room. It was late. As she 
had been taught, she clasped her hands 
together and recited her prayer: ‘Oo 
God create in me a clean heart and re- 
new a right spirit within me.’ It was 
the single text she remembered. 

“You can imagine what happened. The 
girls began to laugh and mock. But 
the child was unmoved. She went to 
sleep, and the following morning, as 
soon as awake, recited her prayer again 
without being at all troubled by the 
others’ hilarity. 

The second night, however, when the 
same scene took place, and one of the 
maids began her ridicule, the other said 
to her seriously: ‘The little one is right. 
What we lack is pure hearts. O my 
God, how much I am in need of one. I 
shall pray with her.’ Which she did, 
repeating word by word what my little 
niece had said, ‘Create in me a clean 
heart and renew a right spirit within 
me.’ 

“Three days later the other maid also 
prayed to receive purity of heart. 

“You know better than I, Herr Pastor, 
that when one calls on the Holy Spirit, 
He comes. 

“In brief, the two girls changed com- 
pletely. I asked them the reason. They 
reported what had happened, and added, 
‘If the spirit of this place does not 
change also, we shall] leave.’ 

“Then I was afraid. I felt they were 
right. I began to pray myself, and now 
all is changed with us, absolutely all. 
My husband takes part in our morning 
worship. After the spirit of the Devil, 
the Spirit of God rules in our house. 
And all this has come about through 
this child.” 

The pastor had listened with deep 
attention. When she had finished he 
replied: “Thank you for this informa- 
tion. The child will be confirmed.” 

ve 

It is our comfort, when we are 
wronged, that we have a God to commit 
our cause to; and our duty to commit 
it to Him, with a resolution to acquiesce 
in His definitive sentence; to subscribe, 
and not prescribe to Him.—Matthew 
Henry. 
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’ Demon Drums of Voodoo 
(Continued from page 111) 


same manner that sand in gears de- 
stroys a machine. Let us rather heed 
Isaac Watts’ high and holy admonition: 
Begin, my tongue, some heavenly theme, 
And speak some boundless thing, 
The mighty works, or mightier Name, 
Of our eternal King. 


Tell of His wondrous faithfulness, 
And sound His power abroad; 

Sing the sweet promise of His grace, 
The love and truth of God. 


O might I hear Thy heavenly tongue 
But whisper, “Thou art Mine,” 

Those gentle words should raise my song 
To notes almost divine. 


New York Cliry. 
we 


Our Jealousy the Same as God's? 
(Continued from second page) 


wife has been unfaithful is the same, 
God Himself repeatedly uses the figure 
of marriage to illustrate His relation to 
Israel and to the Church, and idolatry 
is frequently likened to adultery. How- 
ever, since the translation of the King 
James Version of the Bible (1611) the 
words “jealous” and “jealousy” have 
taken on a broader meaning and today 
include the wrong feelings. Jealousy 
is now defined as: “1. Unpleasant fear, 
suspicion, or resentment, arising from 
mistrust of another; specif.: a Unpleas- 
ant suspicion of the faithfulness of hus- 
band, wife, or lover. b Grudging; envy; 
as, jealousy of rank. 2. State or quality 
of being jealous.” 


God wahts His people to worship and 
love Him alone, and have no other gods, 
for their own good as well as because of 
the fact that He is the only God, the 
Creator, the Ruler of the Universe. His 
jealousy has only righteous motives and 
beneficent results. Man’s jealousy often 
does great harm. The Apostle Paul spoke 
of the right kind when he said, “For I 
am jealous over you with godly jealousy: 
for I have espoused you to one hus- 
band, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2). 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for.postage and handling costs. 








Protestant Witness of a New Ameri- 
can. By Angelo di Domenica. (The Jud- 
sop Press, Phila. 3; cloth, $2.50; paper, 
$1.50.) The author is-well known among 
the Baptists of our country, particularly 
Northern Baptists. Dr di Domenica 
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and unique books | have ever read. It 
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attention.“—BILLY GRAHAM 
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Christian Fellowship 
Cruise to Hawaii — 





There is so much interest in Hawaii 
that our Christian Fellowship Vacation 
Parties to the ‘‘Islands of Paradise” in 


the Pacific will be continued. In the 
autumn of 1956, our. first tour to 
Hawaii was offered to the “alumni” of 
Christian Fellowship Alaskan trips. 
The enrollment far exceeded all ‘ex- 
pectations and everyone enjoyed a 
marvelous time, as these typical com- 
ments suggest: 


“Every minute of the trip was 


a joy. 
7 shall treasure memories of 
Hawaii the rest of my life.” 
“It was a most wonderful 
trip.” 

“I do not know how this trip 
can be improved upon.” 

“A perfectly delightful va- 
cation.” 

‘I never saw a trip so smoothly 
operated.” 

“The Hawaiian tour was 
splendid. Everything pos- 
sible was done for our com- 
fort and enjoyment.” 


Our Christian Fellowship tour to 
Hawaii in 1957 will be held between 
the dates of October 7 and November 1. 
You are invited to go-with us. First, 
may we send you our illustrated folder 
“Hawaii”? Then, after reading the 
story of our trip, we will be most happy 
to answer all questions, and will be 
particularly pleased to have your com- 
pany on the trip, if you can arrange to 
go. 

Headquarters of the Christian Fel- 
lowship vacation party in the Islands 
will be the “Palm Embowered City” of 
Honolulu, from which comprehensive 
trips will be made about the islands of 
Oahu, Kauai, and Hawaii. As special 

uests, you will be welcomed to the 

nest hotels, restaurants, resorts, and 
gardens, and to the entertainment of a 
hospitable, warm-hearted people, in an 
exotic, colorful, charming part of 
America that you are bound to enjoy 
to the utmost. 


May we send to you our free, illus- 
trated leaflet ‘Hawaii’? For your copy, 

lease address The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, the Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sun- 
day School Times, who accompanied 
the tour to Hawaii last year, will again 
be with the tour as will Mrs. Jaeger. 
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gives us in these pages the interesting 
and thrilling story of his life. For over 
fifty years he specialized in a ministry 
to Italians in the United States and has 
been used of the Lord in the salvation 
of many and in the establishing of cen- 
ters of Christian work and worship. The 
major portion of the-author’s faithful 
and fervent labors has been wrought 
in Philadelphia, and the details of the 
founding and maintaining of an Italian 
Baptist Church, with an ever-increasing 
schedule of services and activities, are 
graphically set forth to the glory of God 
and His saving and ‘sustaining grace. 
From his early life in Italy to his con- 
version and call to Christ’s service, and 
on through the many years of tests and 
triumphs to the closing years of his ac- 
tive ministry, the story is a gripping 
one, humbly told. 
di Domenica says, “It is my prayer that 
ministers, laymen, and laywomen will 
be helped and inspired. . . .” His book 
will do just that for its readers. 


It Only Happens to Preachers. By Ken 
Anderson. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Here is 
light, entertaining reading, based on 
sundry experiences—some strange, some 
startling, others embarrassing, or en- 
couraging, or humorous—of preachers 
known and unknown. But this is not 
a frivolous book, for there are serious 
points made, important lessons taught, 
challenges to Christian faith and obe- 
dience. Familiar names appearing in 
these pages include Luther, Moody, Tal- 
mage, Beecher, Brooks, Cadman, Sun- 
day, Ironside, Philpot, Smith, DeHaan, 
Lee, Graham, Rees, Rood. Anecdotes 
galore, many of them useful as illus- 
trations for messages, brighten the book 
from cover to cover. Some of the chap- 
ter headings are: “The Man Is Human,” 
“My Subject for Today,” “And Fifthly,”’ 
“Slips of the Lip,” “The Preacher Goes 
Calling,” “Whether To Blush or Chuckle,” 
“Here Comes the Bride.” Revealing and 
refreshing, this volume with its abun- 
dance of good cheer and constructive 
comments will impart a lilt and a lift 
to its readers. 


Journey Into Malaya. By Amy Mc- 
Intosh. (China Inland Mission, Philadel- 
phia 44; $1.25.) A half-fiction, half-fac- 
tual method has here been chosen to 
present a picture of CIM missionary life 
in Malaya today. And it. is on ship- 
board en route that the story begins, 
with Quentin Ross, one of the rubber 
plantation bosses, and Michael and 
Valerie Jones, second-term missionaries, 
headed for one of the New Villages. 
The three become friends, but, after 
disembarking, it was improbable they 
would meet again. Willingly the Joneses 
settle down with the people—bound-feet 
Chinese, dyed-in-the-wool] Muslim Ma- 
layans, Indian sellers of this and that, 
each suspecting the other of Commu- 
nistic spying. .They study various lan- 
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guages, learning at the same time how 
to do without privacy, cool comfort, and 
respite from the insect war. Most of 
all, they labor to present the Gospel - 
to all groups by means of flannelgraph, 
projector, and the interpreted message, 
But the seed planted is slow to put down 
roots, and Valerie is often called upon 
to cheer her discouraged husband. The 
conversion of the British Red Cross 
nurse is a high light, especially since 
it is she who wins to Christ Quentin 
Ross. Then, little by little, the na- 
tionals also are gathered in, and the 
church of Christ is born in Sungei 
Bahru. Later, as leaders become ap- 
parent, the Joneses are able to move on 
and start again the blessed process. The 
chronicle is informative, interestingly 
written, and most helpful in a spiritual 
way. 
we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 24 


3. Greater Faith for Growing Souls 
(John 17:16-20; 2 Tim. 2:19-21) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

AITH is absolutely essential for the 

Christian. He must believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, 
and receive Him in his heart by faith 
as Saviour in order to be born again. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31); “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12). 

ve 

Just as faith is necessary for any in- 
dividual to pass from spiritual death 
into life through the new birth, so faith 
is necessary for the maintenance of that 
new life. In Romans 1:17 we read, “The 
just shall live by faith,” and Hebrews 
11:6 tells us that “without faith it is 
impossible to please him [God]: for he 
that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is the rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him.” 

8 


Now, what is faith? How would you 
define it if you were asked to do so? 
We have a striking definition of faith 
in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen.” Ellicott, in his ex- 
cellent “Commentary on the Whole 
Bible,” expands this definition into the 
following: “Faith, holding to God’s 
Word, gives substance to what that Word 
promises, investing the future blessings 
with a present existence, treating them 
as if already objects of sight rather than 
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Through faith, guided by the 
things unseen are 


of hope. 
same Word, the 


‘brought to the proof; what that Word 


teaches, though future, or though be- 
longing to a world beyond human sight, 
is received with full conviction.” Thus 
in faith we accept implicitly what God 
says, even though at the moment we 
cannot see it or feel it, and we act upon 
it as a present reality. We believe God’s 
Word because it is so, not in order to 
make it so. 
%€ 


A question that will very likely occur 
to some of us at this point will be, “If 
what has been said before is true con- 
cerning faith, how then do we get 
faith?” Here again the Word of God 
gives us the answer. In Romans 10:17 
we read, “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” God has 
revealed Himself to man in order that 
man may have faith in Him. He does 
this first in the natural world. “That 
which may be known of God is manifest 
in them [men]; for God hath shewed 


it unto them. For the invisible things 
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of him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even his eter- 
nal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse: because that, 
when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened” 
(Rom. 1:19-21). 
4 


However, this revelation of God in 
creation was incomplete in ‘that, while 
it showed His power and glory, it did 
not show God’s love and provision for 
man’s redemption. Therefore, God first 
sent His messengers, the prophets, with 
their spoken word concerning Himself; 
then the Lord Jesus Christ, the living 
Word, who taught men about the Father 
and showed them what the Father was 
like (John 14:6-11; 10:36-38); and, 
finally, He gave the written Word 
through holy men of old, in order that 
we might have all the evidence needed 
for faith in Hirth. 

4 


But faith is not static. 
commanded to grow in Christ 


Believers are 
(Eph. 


2:21; 4:15) and, as our topic for this 
week implies, their faith is to grow 
also (Rom. 1:17). We know that, in 


the physical realm, growth comes 
through nourishment and exercise. Just 
so, our faith may grow. Faith not only 
comes by the Word of God but it grows 
also by the Word of God, for as we 
learn from the Scriptures ~what God is 
like, what He promises to do for us, 
and what He has done for others who 
have believed Him, our faith is strength- 
ened and enlarged. 


bd 


Our faith grows by exercise as we 
believe God and step out upon and go 
forward in that belief. The eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews, sometimes called 
the Westminster Abbey of the Chris- 
tian faith, tells us of men and women 
who took God at His word, and, be- 
lieving in Him, went forward to do 
great things. Notice that they not only 
believed God but they also obeyed Him, 
and here is the great link between faith 
and works emphasized in James 2 where 
we read, “Even so faith, if it hath not 
works, is dead, being alone” (v. 17). 
As our Christian hymn phrases it, 
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other 
way to be happy in Jesus.” 

bd 

Last, but by no means least, let us 
see that our faith is increased by keep- 
ing our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Hebrews 12:1 and 2 admonishes 
us to run with perseverance the Chris- 
tian race, “Looking unto Jesus. the 
author and finisher [perfecter] of our 
faith.” In Him, as our Saviour, our faith 
is born, and in Him, as our Lord, it 
grows and is made complete. 

Are you using the means He has pro- 
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vided for the growth of your faith, by 
faithfully and regularly reading His 
Word, and taking time to fellowship 
with Him day by day? 
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Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
February 18 to 24 

Mon., Feb. 18.—Matt. 14:1-12. 
The Death of John. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His disciples 
came, and took up the body, and buried 
it, and went and told Jesus.” Let us 
look at death in the light of God’s 
Word. And let us leave with God the 
time, manner, and place of death. We 
must all put off this earthly tabernacle, 
even as the Lord has forewarned us. 
If we look at death in the light of the 
Scriptures, we shall be relieved. The 
gains of death are far greater than thé 
losses. The losses are nil compared 
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with the glory awaiting the believer. 
Pray for quiet calmness at your ap- 
proach to the companionship of Christ 
“through the valley of the shadow of 
death.” 


Tues., Feb. 19.—Matt. 14:13-21. 
Enough and To Spare. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They took up of 
the fragments that remained twelve 
baskets full.” The Lord’s blessings are 
gloriously abundant. The wonders of 
His grace are great here: but they are 
more than can be imagined in eternity 
for the believer. How sad it is that we 
expect such smal] things of so great a 
God! Our expectancy is far, far below 
God’s munificence. But Little-Faith has 
plenty of opportunity to grow. God's 
love is without bounds. Pray that your 
faith may be increased. 


Wed., Feb. 20.—Matt. 14:22-27. 
Storm at Sea. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The ship ‘was 
now in the midst of the sea, tossed with 
waves: for the wind wa® contrary.” Our 
Lord is Lord of sea and land. “He com- 
mandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind” 
(Psa. 107:25). He-also “maketh the 
storm a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still” (Psa. 107:29). The disciples 
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in the storm on Galilee had this experi- 
ence. The “little church” in that boat 
found the Lord as near as prayer, 
United prayer then’ and now always 
brings the needed help. Pray that the 
Lord will make your stormy sea a calm, 


Thurs., Feb. 21.—Matt. 15:1-9. 
An Official Investigation. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Why do ye... 
transgress the commaridment of God 
. ?” Here is a case of official in- 
vestigators being themselves _investi- 
gated, not by man, but by the sovereign 
Lord. They sought to investigate Christ, 
but He examined them and found them 
guilty before Him. Let us learn from 
Christ how to answer our enemies 
kindly. His answers were all gentle, 
upright, and perfect. He will teach us 
out of His Word as we honor Him by 
daily meditation. Pray that you may 
be a worthy representative of your Lord 
day by day. 
Fri., Feb. 22.—Matt. 15:10-20. 
Evils Within. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Those things 


which proceed out of the mouth come 
forth from the heart; and they defile 


the man.” Our hearts are “deceitful 
. and desperately wicked” (Jer. 17: 
9). It is a fountain of evil. Very few 


people seem yet to have discovered the 
plague of their sinful heart. We need, 
more than anything else among God's 
people today, the searching work of 
the Lord. (See Rev. 2:23.) Pray for 
the Lord’s heart-searching work among 
the Christians in your congregation. 


Sat., Feb. 23.—Matt. 15:21-28. 
A Canaanite Woman. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A woman of 
Canaan came out of the same coasts, 


.and cried unto him, saying, Have: mercy 


on me, O Lord, thou son of David.” This 
woman in woe knew where to go for 
help. She wisely took the path of faith 
and got immense favors from the Lord. 
The way to blessing is open to all by 
faith. (See Rom. 10:13; and Heb. 11:6.) 
Let this woman of Cafaan teach you 
how to get blessings from the Lord. 
Pray for the increase of your faith in 
God, 


Sun., Feb. 24.—Matt. 15:29-39. 
Four Thousand Fed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They that did 
eat were four thousand men, beside 
women and children.” The Lord who 
made all things and feeds the whole 
world had no difficulty in manufac- 
turing instant food for a few thou- 
sand people. He thus gave us a sam- 
ple of His creative power (John 
1:10). Dwell upon your Lord’s great- 
ness, and let faith in Him and in His 
might increase. He who feeds the 
birds at all seasons can take care of 
your little necessities. Pray for con- 


tentment with your Lord’s will con- 
cerning you. 








